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1 c  Introduction 


A.  Background  Information 

McDowell  County,  is  a  growing,  urbanizing <  industrializing,  progres¬ 
sive  county „  The  population  has  risen  steadily  from  25,720  in  1950,  to 
26,742  in  I960,  and  to  30,648  in  1970*  The  primary  growth  area  surrounds 
the  City  of  Marion  and  the  Town  of  Old  Fort,  The  County  is  located  along 
the  border  of  two  physiographic  provinces  -  the  mountainous  Blue  Ridge 
Province  and  the  rolling  Piedmont  Province  of  the  Appalachian  complex. 

The  County*  s  main  categories  of  private  employment  are  manufacturing 
(with  emphasis  on  textiles),  retail  trade  and  services.  Marion,  the 
County  seat,  is  the  largest  urbanized  area  between  Morganton  and  Asheville. 

McDowell  County  officials  feel  that  in  order  to  preserve  and  enhance 
the  County’s  environmental  conditions  they  must  plan  for  the  continued 
growth  and  development  of  the  area,  therefore,  several  planning  elements 
are  being  prepared  including  this  report. 

B.  Purpose  of  the  Program 

The  McDowell  County  Commissioners  contracted  with  the  Nc  CQ  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources,  Office  of  Industrial,  Tourist 
and  Community  Resources,  Division  of  Community  Services  for  a  continuation 
of  planning  services  for  May  15,  1971  through  May  15,  1972.  The  contract 
for  services  specified  that  three  elements  would  be  prepared  by  the 
County  Planning  Board  for  the  McDowell  County  Commissioners  with  techni¬ 
cal  assistance  from  the  State  agency  listed  above.  The  three  contract 
elements  are;,  technical  assistance  in  improving  housing  conditions, 


technical  assistance  related  to  implementation,  and  development  of  an  en- 
virnomental  survey  and  piano  The  last  of  these  three  elements  received 
the  most  emphasis. 

This  environmental  improvement  and  development  program  was  prepared 
by  the  McDowell  County  Planning  Board  in  an  effort  to  initiate  and  assist 
in  the  implementation  of  a  county-wide  environmental  program. 


Cc  Scope  of  the  Program 


The  contract  for  planning  services  stated  that 

!,a  survey  would  be  made  of  existing  conditions  in  the  county, 
with  an  emphasis  on  unrecognized  natural  assets  (such  as  over¬ 
looks,  vistas,  waterfalls,  etc.).  It  would  identify  those  things 
which  contribute  to  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  county  and 
should  be  developed,  as  well  as  those  things  which  detract  from 
the  county’s  appearance  and  should  be  corrected.  Results  of  the 
survey  shall  be  presented  on  a  map  of  the  county  and  accompanying 
text  which  contains  specific  recommendations  as  to  the  action 
needed  at  locations.  To  the  maximum  extent  possible,  the  assistance 
of  the  Beautification  Commission  (if  one  exists)  and  representatives 
of  various  civic  and  social  organizations  in  the  county  will  be 
enlisted  in  the  design  and  conduct  of  the  survey. 

A  program  of  county  beautification  projects  will  be  prepared. 

The  program  would  identify  the  priority  projects  to  be  worked  on 
each  year  by  the  County,  the  Beautification  Commission,  various 
civic  and  social  organizations,  as  well  as  private  firms.  A 
coordinated  schedule  of  improvements  would  be  set  forth.  To 
the  maximum  extent  possible,  all  of  the  groups  and  agencies 
who  would  bear  responsibility  for  the  implementation  of  specific 
projects  shall  be  involved  in  the  identification  and  selection 
of  projects  for  inclusion  in  the  program.  The  county  appearance 
program  will  be  presented  in  a  report." 

An  environmental  improvement  and/or  development  program  is  usually 
initiated  by  some  interested  individual  or  group  based  upon  a  felt  need. 


1 

The  McDowell  County  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  an  Environmental  Committee 
which  encompasses  the  activities  of  a  Beautification  Committee. 
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However,  no  program  can  be  truly  successful  unless  there  is  a  conscious 
effort  by  the  majority  of  the  County’s  citizens  to  take  part  in  making 
the  goals  of  the  environmental  Improvement  and  development  program  a 
reality. 

As  a  result  of  this  survey  and  plan,  objectives  for  an  effective 
environmental  improvement  and  development  program  should  be  developed. 

The  program  should  then  be  developed  into  a  continuing  process  which  will 
actively  involve  individuals,  community  groups,  and  a  comprehensive  county¬ 
wide  endeavor  in  a  cooperative  effort  which  will  result  in  the  achievement 
of  meaningful  environmental  objectives  and  related  county  improvement  goals. 

II.  Survey  of  Visual  Assets  and  Liabilities 

During  the  latter  part  of  1971  and  the  beginning  of  1972  a  visual 
survey  of  environmental  conditions  was  conducted  from  the  -roadways  of 
McDowell  County.  The  survey  assessed  the  County’s  environmental  assets 
and  liabilities.  Table  1  lists  those  factors  identified  during  the  field 
survey.  The  list  includes  only  the  more  predominant  items,  because  it 
would  be  infeasible  to  specify  every  vista,  every  pastoral  scene,  every 
junk  vehicle,  etc. 

On  Table  1  on  page  5  each  item  is  designed  as  either  an  asset  or  a 
liability.  One  should  be  aware  that  sometimes  an  item  can  be  both  an 
asset  and  a  liability:  such  as  a  scenic  pulloff  which  is  littered.  Under 
the  designation  "liability”  on  the  table  there  is  a  classification  break¬ 
down  indicating  which  of  four  groups  should  take  the  major  responsibility 
for  items  which  need  improving.  The  four  groups  are  (l)  government,  (2) 
civic  groups,  (3)  business  and  industry,  and  (4)  the  educational  system. 
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Assets  are  not  broken  down  into  classifications  but  are  detailed  later  in 


this  report „  Items  are  listed  numerically  and  their  location  is  identi¬ 
fiable  on  the  " Environmental  Survey  Map/'  on  the  page  following  Table.  1. 

The  visual  survey  conducted  from  the  roadway  included  travel  on  all 
federal  and  primary  and  many  federal  aid  secondary  roads  excluding  the 
area  within  Old  Fort’s  corporate  limits  and  the  City  of  Marion  planning 
area.  It  was  readily  apparent  to  the  field  surveyor  that  where  population 
densities  increased  environmental  problem  also  increased.  Travel  on 
secondary  roads  was  determined  by  both  the  serviceability  of  the  road  and 
the  population  and  development^  along  it.  Some  remote  areas  (remote  by 
accessibility)  have  visual  assets,  but  if  such  assets  are  very  difficult 
to  reach,  and  if  there  is  no  apparent  potential  for  large  scale  development 
then  improvement  in  accessibility  can  neither  be  predicted  or  realistically 
suggested.  Therefore,  although  some  remote  areas  were  surveyed,  the  pri¬ 
mary  area  of  investigation  were  the  more  accessible  areas  rather  than 
more  populated  areas. 


Population  and  development  determinations  were  assessed  from  the  Map  on 
Housing  Conditions  for  the  County  in  the  McDowell  County  Land  Development 
Plan,  Western  Regional  Planning  Commission. 
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Table  1.  Environmental  Survey 


Liabilities 

Improvement 

Re  sponsibilitv 

Survey  Item  Noted 

Assets 

lovernment 

Civic 

Groups 

Business  & 
Industry 

Education 

lc  junk  cars 

X 

X 

2.  junk  cars 

X 

X 

3  e  abandoned  farm 
equipment 

X 

X 

4.  junk  vehicles 
in  deteriora¬ 
ting  rural 
residential 

area 

X 

X 

5.  junk  cars 

X 

X 

60  many  junk  cars 
at  the  road 
junction 
giving  the 
highway  com¬ 
mercial  devel¬ 
opment  a 
deteriorated 

appearance 

X 

X 

7o  vistas  and 

picnic  area  in 
the  Pisgah 
National 

Forest 

X 

8.  junk  cars 

X 

X 

9.  large  size  debris 

X 

X 

X 

10.  junk  cars 

X 

X 

12,  roadside  pulloffs 

X 

13.  pastoral  views 

X 

14.  pastoral  views 

X 
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Table  1.  Environmental  Survey 
(Continued) 


Liabilities 

Improvement  Responsibility 

Survev  Item  Noted 

Assets 

lovernment 

/'I  O  © 

Civic 

Groups 

Business  & 
Industry 

Education 

15. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

l6o 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

17. 

deteriorating 

highway 

commercial 

X 

18. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

19. 

deteriorating 

commercial 

X 

20o 

poorly  kept 
railroad  yard 

X 

21. 

junk  cars 
along  the 
railroad 

X 

X 

X 

22. 

signs  along 
Interstate  40 

X 

X 

23. 

junk  cars  (3) 

X 

X 

24. 

junk  car 

X 

X 

25. 

random 

illegal 

dumping 

X 

X 

X 

26. 

junk  vehicles 

X 

X 

27. 

junk  vehicles 

X 

X 

28. 

poorly  marked 
junction 

X 

29. 

junk  cars  (2) 

X 

X 

30. 

vista 

(mountains) 

X 
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Table  1.  Environmental  Survey 
(Continued) 


Liabilities 

Improvement  Responsibility 

Survey  Item  Noted 

Assets 

Government 

Civic 

Groups 

Business  & 
Industry 

Education 

31. 

vista 

X 

32. 

pastoral  view 

X 

33® 

pastoral  view 

X 

34c 

junk  car 

X 

X 

35. 

vista 

X 

36« 

junk  vehicles 

(23) 

X 

X 

37. 

junk  vehicles 

(17) 

X 

X 

38. 

junk  cars  (3) 

X 

X 

39. 

junk,  cars 

X 

X 

40. 

large  auto 
graveyard 

X 

•  X 

41. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

42. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

43. 

junk  truck 

X 

X 

44  o 

junk  cars, 
litter,  and 
vista  by  the 
railroad 

X 

X 

X 

45  c 

junk  cars 
and  debris 

X 

X 

460 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

47  c 

junk  yard 

X 

X 
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Table  1®  Environmental  Survey 
(Continued) 


Liabilities 

Im 

p r ovement  Responsibility 

Survev  Item  Noted 

Assets 

Government 

UV1C 

Groups 

I  Business  & 
Industry 

Education 

48. 

&  49 «  area 
of  mixed  old 
deteriorating 
and  new  highway 
commercial;  an 
obvious  lack 
of  planning  and 
zoning;  junk  cars 
&  debris  along 
the  area 

X 

X 

X 

X 

50. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

51. 

junk  cars;  signs 
painted  on  rocks 

X 

X 

X 

52. 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

53 . 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

54. 

deteriorating 
rural  housing 

X 

X 

55o 

vistas  on  road 
paralleling  the 
Blue  Ridge  Park¬ 
way 

X 

56. 

deteriorating 
rural  housing 

X 

X 

57  • 

the  first  set¬ 
tlement  on  the 
scenic  road 
down  from  the 

Blue  Ridge 

Parkway  with 
several  junk 
cars 

X 

X 

X 

58. 

beautiful,  scenic 
road  leading 
past  Lake  Tahoma  1 

X 
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Table  1,  Environmental  Survey 
(Continued) 


Liabilities 

Improvement  Responsibility 

Survey  Item  Noted 

Assets 

Government 

Civic 

Groups 

Business  & 
Industry 

Education 

59. 

debris,  junky 
side  yards 

X 

X 

X 

60  c 

illegal  dump¬ 
ing 

X 

X 

61. 

abandoned 

motel 

X 

62  « 

junk  cars 

X 

X 

63. 

debris  in  the 
roadside  pull- 
off 

X 

X 

X 

64. 

weeds  almost 
covering  a 
stop  sign 

X 

65. 

junk  cars 
(15  to  20) 

X 

■  X 

66, 

huge  auto 
graveyard 
by  the 

Catawba  River 

X 

67. 

messy  side- 
yards,  junk 
cars 

X 

X 

X 

68, 

junk  cars 
(30  to  40) 

X 

X 

69. 

large  junk 
yard 

X 

70  „ 

large  junk 
yard 

X 

71. 

junk  cars(6) 

X 

X 
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Table  1.  Environmental  Survey 
(Continued) 


Survey  Item  Noted 


Assets 


Liabilities 


Improvement  Responsibility 


Government 


Civic 

Croups 


Business  & 
Industry 


Education 


72.  junk  cars  (2). 

73.  junk  cars  (6) 


x 


x 


x 


x 


74«  junk  cars  (2) 


x 


x 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  SURVEY  MAP 

McDowell  county 


LINVILLE 
.  PALLS 


ASHFORD Jl&i 


9  little  < 

SWI  TZERLA, 


NORTH 

COVE 


PIT  TS 


SEVIER 


NORTH 


WOOOLAWN 


NORTH 


COVE 


TWP 


SCALE 


MILES 


SUNNY 


HANKI 


N  E  B  0  T  W 


too1. 


LITTLE 
MTN  , 


lisoo 


_E  A SAN. 
lAROEJ^I 


C«i* 


yGRAPHIT  1 


MARION 


OLD 

FORT 


PROvi  OENCE 


GLENWOO  D 


TWP 


"ville 


tURAR 

MONTFORD  mu. 


TWP 


COVE 


TWP 


\C  ROOK  ED 


VEIN 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


LEGEND 

3  ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES  LOCATIONS 
-  BLUE  RIDGE  PARKWAY 


-  NATIONAL  FOREST  LANDS 


CLEAN-UP  CAMPAIGN  BOUNDARIES 
AND  AREA  NUMBERS 


LOCATION  OF  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 
CONTAINERS 


II.  Assets  and  Related  Environmental  Factors 


McDowell  County's  more  significant  visual  environmental  assets 
include:  the  natural  physical  beauty  —  the  physiography,  the  forests  and 
recreation  lands,  the  water  and  air  resources,  and  the  County's  many  rural 
undeveloped  (and  unspoiled)  areas;  the  scenic  drives  and  the  interstate 
highway;  but  most  significant  is  the  progressive  attitude  by  both  private 
and  public  groups,  and  agencies  in  regard  to  environmental  preservation, 
development  and  improvement «  Public  leaders  need  to  strive  further  for 
quality  development,  plus  prior  to  further  developments  the  County  leaders 
need  to  establish  legal  controls  so  developers  cannot  defile  the  environ¬ 
ment. 

A.  The  Natural  Physical  Beauty 

McDowell  County  is  a  border  county  —  bordering  two  physiographic 
provinces  —  Mountain  and  Piedmont.  This  fact  has  effected  its  growth 
and  development.  The  area  is  the  westernmost  penetration  of  the  industrial 
Piedmont  and  a  gateway  to  the  mountains  and  mountaineer  culture r  McDowell 
County  is  located  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountain,  approx¬ 
imately  thirty  miles  east  of  Asheville,  and  approximately  forty-four  miles 
west  of  Hickory,  North  Carolina  (mileage  computed  from  the  City  of  Marion, 
the  County  seat  of  McDowell  County)  The  eastern  half  of  the  county  in 
the  rolling  Piedmont  Province  of  the  Appalachian  complex  and  the  western 
half  in  the  mountainous  Blue  Ridge. 

The  percent  slope  of  the  county's  442  square  miles  is  shown  in 
Table  2o 
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Table  2 


1 


Slope  Percentages 


Inclination  in  Percentage 


Percent  of  Total  County 


0-10 


39.6 


10  -  20 


19.8 


20  -  30 


34.4 


30  and  above 


8.2 


The  elevation  difference  throughout  McDowell  County  is  4685  feet  — 
from  the  height  of  Pinnacle  Mountain  at  the  western  edge  of  the  county  — 
the  point  which  also  serves  as  the  juncture  for  Buncombe,  Yancey,  and 
McDowell  County  boundary  lines,  to  the  lowest  elevation  of  980  feet  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  County  at  Cane  Creek.  The  majority  of  the  county 
lies  between  1,000  and  2,000  feet  above  sea  level 0  As  the  Slope  Map 
(page  24)  and  the  Elevation  Map  (page  26)  in  the  McDowell  County  Land 
Development  Plan  show,  the  northwestern  edge  of  the  County  is  most  moun¬ 
tainous- — these  elevation  differences  allow  for  beautiful  vistas;  whereas 
southeasterly,  there  are  pleasant  pastoral  views.  Along  the  very  north¬ 
western  edge  of  the  county  —  adjacent  to  Mitchell  County  is  the  Blue 
Ridge  Parkwayc  This  is  a  federally  maintained,  limited  access  drive 
with  many  pulloffs  at  vistas c  This  report  is  not  concerned  with  that 
facility,  although  it  recognizes  the  Parkway  as  a  visual  environmental 
asset 0  This  report  is  primarily  concerned  with  those  areas  of  the  county 

where  the  McDowell  County  citizenry  do  and  can  effect  their  environment. 

_ 

McDowell  County  Land  Development  Plan.  McDowell  County,  N.  C.,  Western 
Regional  Planning  Commission,  1968,  p.  23. 
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There  are  many  vistas  and  pastoral  scenes  throughout  the  county ,  but 
currently  there  are  few  pulloffs  and  often  very  limited  road  shoulders 
available  to  the  motorist 0  Undoubtedly  many  more  pulloffs  could  be  pro¬ 
vided  o 

Some  pulloffs  and  vistas  were  noted  in  the  field  survey  and  are  de¬ 
noted  numerally  on  the  Environmental  Survey  Map  by  the  following  numbers; 
7,  12,  13,  14,  30,  31,  32,  33,  35,  44,  55,  58,  and  63.  The  pulloffs  are 
provided  and  maintained  by  the  State  Highway  Commission „  Some  of  the 
pulloffs  have  the  bull:  containers  which  are  a  part  of  the  county1 s  waste 
management  program,  but  auxiliary  litter  receptacles  and  additional  bulk 
containers  are  needed  to  solve  the  litter  and  dumping  problem*  This  need 
will  be  discussed  later  on  in  the  report, 

1*  Forest  Lands 

There  are  extensive  forest  and  recreation  lands  in  McDowell  County, 
Seventy-eight  percent  of  McDowell  County  is  forested  with  over  one-third 
of  that  in  public  ownership®  The  Pisgah  National  Forest  extends  along 
the  entire  northwestern  boundary  of  the  county®  The  boundaries  of  the 
Pisgah  National  Forest  are  indicated  on  the  Environmental  Survey  Map. 

Such  forest  land  contributes  greatly  to  the  aesthetic  value  of  the  area 
within  the  National  Forest®  Areas  included  within  the  National  Forest 
are  very  well  maintained  and  have  no  apparent  visual  environmental  pro¬ 
blems.  The  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  runs  through  the  Pisgah  National  Forest 
and  along  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  County.  _The  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway  Commission’s  office  at  Asheville  stated  that  there  are  no  plans 
to  expand  any  of  the  current  Parkway  facilities  in  McDowell  County® 
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The  Pisgah  National  Forest  is  being  preserved  and  cared  for  as  a  result 
of  an  early  federal  conservation  and  preservation  program.  The  public 
forest  accounts  for  approximately  one-fourth  of  the  county's  total  acreage— 
a  large  block  of  aesthetically  pleasing  but  nontaxable  land  for  the  County. 
Payments  in  lieu  of  taxes  are  made  to  the  County  —  based  on  timber  sales „ 

In  the  area  of  forest  and  recreation  lands  besides  the  public  forest 
areas  are  two  major  dammed  lake-recreation  areas.,  stream  fishing,  picnic 
areas,  golf  courses,  private  forest  areas,  and  other  outdoor  opportunities. 

There  are  two  developed  picnic  areas,  one  is  west  of  Old  Fort  on  old 
U.  S.  70  in  the  Pisgah  National  Forest  and  the  other  is  six  miles  north 
of  Marion.  Fishing  is  available  in  streams  throughout  the  County.  Two 
local  hatcheries  stock  streams  with  trout 0  There  are  two  golf  courses  in 
the  county:  The  Lake  James  Country  Club  on  the  shores  of  Lake  James,  and 
the  Old  Fort  Golf  Course  south  of  Old  Forto  But  the  best  known  recreation 
and  forest  land  area  developed  in  the  county  is  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway, 
which  has  five  entrances  into  McDowell  County. 

McDowell  County's  forest  land  is  an  environmental  asset  which  needs 
to  be  preserved,  maintained,  and  improved. 

2.  Water  and  Air  Resources 

A.  Lakes 

Two  dammed  reservoirs  in  McDowell  County  are  Lake  James  and  Lake 
Tahoma.  Lake  James  ranks  high  as  both  a  sport-fishing  water  and  a  power 
boat  area.  The  lake  was  built  by  Duke  Power  in  1919  and  covers  6,510 
acres.  In  recent  years  the  number  of  power  boats  and  skiers  has  increased 
tremendously-pushing  the  fisherman  aside.  Visitors  wishing  to  use  Lake 
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James  have  the  choice  of  several  boat  landings  including?  the  McDowell 
Wildlife  Resources  Commission  Boat  docks  near  Nebo  (which  has  a  picnic 
area),  Burnett’s  Landing  out  the  fish  hatchery  road,  two  landings  in  . 

Burke  County,  and  also  the  Wildlife  Resources  Commission  Landing  on  the 
North  Fork  Catawba  River. 

The  Lake  Tahoma  development  was  an  ambitious  resort  development  enter¬ 
prise  which  started  in  the  1920’s  and  failed  during  the  depression.  The 
500-acre  lake  and  3 ,000  surrounding  acres  never  materialized  to  the  extent 
planned  in  its  forty-eight  year  history.  It  is  a  private  development 
restricted  only  to  members. 

B .  Creeks,  Streams  and  Rivers 

There  are  many  creeks  and  streams  in  McDowell  County  and  three  rivers— 
the  Second  Broad  River,  North  Fork  Catawba  River  and  the  Catawba  River. 

The  most  significant  of  these  three  is  Catawba  River  flowing  eastward 
across  the  center  of  the  county.  The  waters  flowing  through  the  county 
are  picturesque,  but  they  have  both  flood  and  pollution  problems <> 

(l)  Flood  Information 

Flooding  is  an  environmental  problem  only  because  of  man’s  develop¬ 
ment.  Rivers  and  streams  must  exercise  their  right  to  flood  periodically. 

In  recent  years,  the  demand  for  accessible  land  has  resulted  in  moving  in 
of  residential  and  industrial  development  onto  flood  prone  areas.  The 
last  major  flood  was  in  1940  when  there  was  very  little  urban  development 
present  in  the  flood  plain.  Under  current  conditions,  a  recurrence  of 
the  1940  flood  would  cause  considerable  damage  to  residential  and  Indus¬ 
trial  property  along  the  Catawba  River  and  Mills  Creek.  The  flood  situation 
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in  McDowell  County  will  become  increasingly  serious  if  indiscriminate 
flood  plain  development  is  allowed  to  continue. 

The  flooding  problem  has  generated  intensive  study  projects  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers c  In  June,  1971,  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  IT*  Sc  Army, 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  District  completed  a  report  called  ”Flood 
Plain  Information,  McDowell  County,  Volume  I,  Catawba  River  and  Mills 

fk,”  and  ’’Volume  II,  North  Fork  Catawba  River— Armstrong  Creek,”  Copies 
of  these  reports  are  available  at  the  McDowell  County  Courthouse  t  The 
reports  do  not  include  plans  for  the  solution  of  flood  problems,  nor  do 
they  give  estimates  of  the  damage  caused  by  past  or  future  floods  =>  Their 
purpose  is  to  provide  flood  information  which  can  be  used  as  a  basis  for 
further  study  and  land  use  planning  by  the  McDowell  County  Planning  Board 
(which  requested  the  study)  in  arriving  at  solutions  to  minimize  the 
possibility  of  flood  damages.  The  reports  suggest  two  main  types  of  con¬ 
trol  which  could  be  made  use  of;  (l)  flood  plain  zoning  and  subdivision 
regulations  and/or  (2)  the  construction  of  flood  protection  works. 

McDowell  County  Commissioners  requested  about  one  year  ago  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  undertake  a  flood  control  project  on  Mills  Creek,  West 
of  Old  Fort®  County  officials  were  told  that  due  to  the  heavy  workload 
of  the  Corps  that  it  would  take  approximately  two  more  years  before  this 
project  could  be  undertaken c  Also,  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  has  pro¬ 
jected  plans  for  a  series  of  flood  control  structures  on  both  the  West 
and  North  Fork  of  the  Catawba  River o  Thes  mctures  will  receive  more 
attention  when  the  structures  on  Muddy  Creek  are  completed. 


(2)  Water  Pollution 

The  other  water  environmental  problem  is  pollution.  Most  of  McDowell 
County’s  streams  and  rivers  show  varying  degrees  of  domestic  and  industrial 
pollution c  Three  areas  of  water  pollution  are  described  herein?  municipal 
waste  treatment  plants;  industrial  water  pollution;  and  stream  and  river 
pollution  classification  for  the  county.  The  water  pollution,  of  course, 
is  not  usually  sufficiently  extensive  to  be  visible  and  therefore,  did  not 
show  up  in  the  ’'visual1'  environmental  survey,  but  it  is  nevertheless  an 
important  environmental  problem. 

(a)  Municipal  Waste  Treatment  Plants 

Old  Fort  waste  treatment  plant  is  adequate  at  this  time0  Its  capacity 
is  200,000  gallons  per  day  and  it  is  currently  receiving  160,000  gallons 
per  dayc  The  plant  has  some  maintenance  problems  and  tremendous  storm 
water  infiltration  but  as  mentioned  before  is  adequate  at  this  time.  If 
a  new  large  industry  needing  much  waste  treatment  was  to  come  in,  then 
additional  treatment  facilities  would  be  necessary. 

The  Marion  waste  treatment  plant  is  an  inadequate  system  according  to 
the  N.  Co  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources,  Office  of  Water 
and  Air  Resources.  The  plant  capacity  Is  1,000,000  gallons  per  day  and 
it  is  currently  receiving  800,000  gallons  per  day.  Therefore,  the  inade¬ 
quacy  is  not  capacity  but  that  they  are  treating  industrial  die  waste,  when 
the  plant  was  designed  for  domestic  waste.  Municipal  and  industrial  water 
pollution  are  visible  and  can  be  detected  by  smell  when  close  to  the  sources 
of  pollution.  The  City  of  Marion  has  submitted  preliminary  plans  for  a  new 
treatment  plant  to  the  Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources.  The  proposed 
plant  will  be  used  for  industrial  waste  and  the  existing  plant  will  be 
used  at  a  lesser  load  for  domestic  waste.  Completion  of  the  proposed  plant 
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is  at  least  two  years  off®  The  two  plants  will  then  take  care  of  Marion’s 
waste  disposal  until  1981 . 

The  County  is  currently  having  a  county-wide  water  and  sewer  feasi¬ 
bility  study  done  by  O’Brien  and  Gere,  consulting  engineers®  This  is  to 
be  a  feasibility  study  to  determine  those  areas  which  could  support  a  water 
and  sewer  system®  The  study  is  due  to  be  completed  in  late  Spring,  1972. 

(b)  Industrial  Water  Pollution 

The  amount  that  industries  can  alter  the  water  they  use  (pollution, 
thermal  change,  etc.)  is  controlled  by  the  Ne  Ce  Department  of  Natural  and 
Economic  Resources,  Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources,  through  issuing 
permits c  As  State  standards  Ghange,  industries  must  comply  to  changes 
at  their  permit  renewal  time0  The  five  industries  in  McDowell  County 
currently  under  permits,  their  permit  expiration  date,  and  their  facilities 
for  waste  treatment  are  shown  in  Table  3. 

(c)  Stream  and  River  Classifications 
Stream  pollution  classifications  were  determined  by  the  N.  C.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources,  Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources 
for  McDowell  County  in  1958®  The  water  classification  data  and  the  classi¬ 
fication  criteria  for  the  County  are  in  Appendix  A® 

Officials  with  the  N,  C.  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources, 
Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources,  Asheville,  stated  that  the  following 
improvements  to  pollution  conditions  can  be  anticipated  (but  no  estimated 
dates  were  given) s  (l)  Marion  will  build  a  new  additional  waste  treatment 
plant,  (2)  industries  will  be  made  to  comply  with  ever-rising  State  pollu¬ 
tion  standards  at  their  permit  renewal  time,  (3)  more  stringent  commercial, 
industrial,  town,  and  rural  standards  of  inspection  concerning  waste  treat- 
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Company 

American  Thread  Cc 


Old  Fort  Finishin, 
Plant  -  A  divisio: 
of  United  Merchan 
Manufacturing  Co. 


Clinchfield  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co. -A 
Division  of  Burli 
ton  Industries 


Air  Preheater  Co. 


Travnol  (Baxter) 
Laboratories 


Explosive  Supply 
Company 


. 


. 


Table  3 


_ Indust 

Discharge 

-lal  Suriace  Pol. 

Permit 

ution _ 

Type  of 

Facili tv 

Facilities  for  Waste  Treatment 

Gallon  Per 

Dav  Ca.nacitv 

Amount  Discharged 

Planned  UDgradine 

American  Thread  Co . 

Sevier 

North 

Fork 

Catawba 

River 

1974 

domestic  & 
industrial 
process 
water  (die 
waste) 

1.5  million 
gal./d. 

1.2  million 

gal./d. 

They  are  volun¬ 
tarily  trying  to 
comply  with  the 
higher  standards 
now  required  and 
that  will  be  re¬ 
quired  of  them 
by  their  1974 

nermit  expiration. 

Old  Fort  Finishing 
Plant  -  A  division 
of  United  Merchants 
Manufacturing  Co. 

Old  Fort 

Catawba 

River 

1976  (permit 

for  construc¬ 
tion  and  opera¬ 
tion) 

die  and 

finishing 

waste 

water,  and 
some  domes¬ 
tic  waste 

will  have  a 
4.2  million 
gal./d.  capa¬ 
city 

currently 

has  3  million 
gal.d.  capacity 

They  are  in  the 

process  of  upgrading 
their  facilities  with 
an  August  '72  anti¬ 
cipated  comple¬ 
tion  date. 

Clinchfield  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co. -A 
Division  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Industries 

East  Marion 
(adjacent  to 
U.S.  70) 

Forsyth 

Creek 

A  permit  will 
be  required 
by  the  end 
of  the  year. 

domestic 
waste  water 
(also  do¬ 
mestic 
waste  from 
the  sur¬ 
rounding 
village 

300,000 

gal./d. 

121,000 

gal./d. 

Present  treatment 

facilities  are 
satisfactory. 

Air  Preheater  Co. 

Pleasant 

Gardens 

Into  a 
tributary 
of  the 
Catawba 

Dec.  31j 

1976 

Domestic 
waste ,  in¬ 
dustrial 

cooling,  & 
boiler  water 

6,000 

gal./d. 

5,400  gal./d. 

Chlorination  fac¬ 

ilities  will  be 
in  effect  by  July, 

1972. 

Travnol  (Baxter) 
Laboratories 

North  Ccve 

N.  Fork 
Catawba 
River 

1976 

Extended  ae¬ 
ration  system 
w/ chlorina¬ 
tion  &  Pol¬ 
ishing  pond 

200,000 

gal./d. 

&  Not  more 
than  500,000 
gal./d.  over 
a  7-dav  oerioc 

200,000 

gal./d. 

Present  treatment 
facilities  are 
satisfactory. 

Explosive  Supply 
Company 

Sevier 

Arm¬ 

strong 

Creek 

June  30, 

1974 

Settling 

lagoons 

350,000 

gal./d. 

Presently 

Unknown 

Present  treatment 
facilities  are 
satisfactory. 
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merit  and  water  pollution  will  be  enforced;,  and  (4)  that  with  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  McDowell  County's  progressive  solid  waste  management  program 
illegal  dumping  and  open  burning  will  be  eliminated. 

( d )  Air  Pollution 

Air  pollution  problems  in  McDowell  County  were  said  to  be  relatively 
minor  by  the  N.  C.  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources,  Office 
of  Water  and  Air  Resources,  Asheville,  but  known,  sources  of  visual  pollu¬ 
tants  include  the  County  Courthouse,  Drexel  Industries,  Old  Fort  Finishing, 
and  Gennett  Lumber  Company. 

The  Old  Fort  Finishing  Plant’s  well  has  a.  pumping  capacity  of  1,400 
gallons  per  minute  and  uses  870  gallons  per  minute  twenty-four  hours  per 
day  (approximately  2  million  gallons  per  day) .  There  could  be  a  ground 
water  shortage  in  the  Old  Fort  area  if  another  industry  using  such  a  large 
volume  of  water  were  to  locate  there.  Travnol  (Baxter)  Laboratories  in 
North  Cove  area  will  use  1,000,000  gallons  per  day. 

Currently,  there  is  no  significant  water  .shortage  for  domestic  use 
anywhere  in  the  County,  except  on  some  high  ridges  or  hills.  The  water 
quality  is  generally  good  except  for  certain  isolated  cases  of  high  iron 
content c  If  the  iron  content  level  is  above  3/l0  parts  per  million  there 
may  be  some  staining  of  laundry „ 

Some  old  houses  in  the  County  have  dug  wells  which  are  more  susceptible 
to  contamination,  but  a.  properly  constructed  drilled  well  is  virtually 
contamination  proof. 

( e )  Silting  and  Alluvial  Deposits 

Another  problem,  both  natural  and  manmade  in  nature,  is  silting  or 
alluvium.  Silting  is  the  accumulation  of  sediment  in  a  river  or  on  the 
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seabed,  while  alluvium  is  "a  general  term  for  all  deposits  resulting  from 
the  operations  of  modern  rivers,  thus  including  the  sediments  laid  down 
in  river  beds,  flood  plains,  lakes,  fans  at  the  foot  of  mountain  slopes, 
and  estuaries oM  The  vast  majority  of  all  silting  (alluvial  deposits) 
is  a  result  of  the  natural  erosional  process  —  possibly  only  approxi¬ 
mately  ten  percent  is  caused  by  man's  effect  upon  his  environment  (it  is 
Impossible  to  determine  the  origin  of  silt  and  to  accurately  measure  per¬ 
centages)  o  As  these  processes  occur,  the  face  of  McDowell  County  constantly 
changes  --  bit  by  bitQ 

Silting  (alluvial  deposits)  also  occurs  in  reservoirs,  due  to  the 
sediment  brought  in  by  streams,  and  water  reservoirs,  due  to  the,  sediment 
brought  in  by  streams,  and  the  water  storage  capacity  is  gradually  reduced „ 
The  amount  of  silting  caused  by  man's  effect  on  his  environment  can  be 
reduced  by  enactment  of  a  grading  ordinance  by  the  McDowell  County  Com¬ 
missioners  o  Forsyth  County  (the  Winston-Salem  area)  has  such  a  grading 
ordinance*  Their' s  was  adopted  pursuant  to  part  of  the  special  legislation 
in  Chapter  501  of  the  1971  Session  Laws  a  If  McDowell  County  desires 
similar  legislation  their  County  Attorney  could  prepare  the  necessary 
materials  for  their  Legislative  Representatives  for  introduction  at  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Assembly0 

B.  The  County's  Many  Rural  Undeveloped  Areas 

Most  of  the  development  in  McDowell  County  is  within  five  miles  of 
Marion,  the  county  seato  In  fact,  over  half  of  the  County's  population 
lives  within  that  radius c  Between  that  radius  and  the  county  line,  the 
Marion  hinterland  is  relatively  undeveloped  except  for  the  incorporated 
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town  of  Old  Fort,  and  a  few  unincorporated  cluster-communities o  Outlying 
areas  need  to  be  preserved  and  need  legal  controls  for  quality  development 
so  that  potential  development  does  not  defile  the  environment . 

Quality  development  is  the  key  to  good  economic  development.  Indus¬ 
trial,  commercial,  residential,  and  recreational  developers  have  often 
been  solicited  by  various  County  and  area  groups,  but  such  developers  should 
only  be  solicited  if  (after  careful  study)  it  is  determined  that  they  will 
be  (l)  stable  economically,  (2)  long  term  in  the  area,  (3)  harmless  to 
the  environment,  and  (4)  other  consideration  deemed  necessary  by  local 
officials  and  development  specialists 0 

As  the  County  continues  to  develop  and  as  certain  specific  areas 
appear  more  and  more  promising  for  potential  development,  the  County  Com¬ 
missioners  and  the  Planning  Board  need  to  carefully  consider  zoning  of 
such  " selected  areas 4'  The  county  planner- in-charge  providing  technical 
assistance  to  the  McDowell  County  Planning  Board  fully  realizes  that  at 
this  time,  May,  1972,  the  subject  of  county  zoning  is  still  a  most  un¬ 
popular  topic  to  the  County  citizenry.  But  zoning  is  a  protective  device, 
included  among  governmental  police  powers  which  seek  to  assure  some  sem¬ 
blance  of  continuity  in  development  and  growth. 

Potential  industrial,  commercial,  recreational,  and  other  lands 
need  protection  through  proper  zoning  regulations.  Areas  that  should  be 
considered  for  M selected  area'1  zoning  by  the  County  Commissioners  include: 
the  Interstate  40  interchange  areas,  identified  industrial  sites,  the 
airport  area,  the  Marion  by-pass  (when  site  is  selected),  surrounding 
the  County  recreation  (if  it  is  approved),  the  urbanized  area  surrounding 
Marion,  and  other  areas  as  they  show  potential  for  development.  Implemen- 
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tation  of  selected  zoning  will  be  included  later  in  this  report. 

Co  The  Scenic  Drives  and  the  Interstate 

As  previously  stated,  the  most  widely  known  scenic  drive  in  McDowell 
County  is  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway.  This  is  a  visual  environmental  asset 0 

The  State  Highway  Commission  has  designated  two  ’’scenic  roads”  in 
McDowell  County o  The  first  is  Curtis  Creek  Road  from  U.  Sc  70  to  N.  C.  80, 
with  a  total  length  of  15  miles  (to  the  nearest  mile) o  The  second  is 
Interstate  40 .  It  is  designated  a  scenic  road  from  Morganton  to  the 
Tennessee  State  Line,  a  distance  of  153  miles. 

Interstate  40  bisects  McDowell  County  in  an  east-west  direction  along 
the  southern  third  of  the  county0  Although  many  standards  concerning  sign 
control  are  supposed  to  exist  along  interstates,  McDowell  County  seems  to 
have  an  over-abundance  of  commercial  signs  close  to  the  interstate  highway. 
These  inform  the  traveller  of  services  available,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  are  aesthetic  detractors. 

The  Parkway  runs  through  the  Pisgah  National  Forest,  and  thereby  is 
protected  from  developers,  but  this  is  not  true  for  land  adjacent  to  the 
Interstate  40  right-of-way.  The  County  Commissioners,  through  the  use  of 
zoning  of  selected  areas  (mention  previously  and  detailed  later  in  this 
report)  should  preserve  and  protect  those  adjacent  areas  with  the  greatest 
potential  for  development;  interchanges,  industrial  sites,  etc.  Improve¬ 
ment  of  highway  detriments  and  related  concerns  will  be  discussed  later. 

D.  The  Progressive  Attitude 

A  progress  attitude  towards  environmental  preservation,  development 
and/or  improvement  exists  in  McDowell  County  in  both  private  and  public 
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people,  groups  and  agencies .  Such  an  attitude  recognizing  problems  and 
actively  striving  for  solutions  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  assets 
McDowell  County  has  and  is  undoubtedly  the  reason  the  County  is  far  ahead 
of  most  other  Western  North  Carolina  counties  in  their  efforts  and  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  environmental  arena c  County  study  and  action  programs  will 
be  described  later  in  this  report 0 

IIIo  Liabilities  and  Related  Environmental  Factors 

Beauty  and  quality  in  environmental  surroundings  are  not  just  a  holi¬ 
day  treat  but  a  very  important  part  of  our  daily  life.  They  are  the  end 
result  of  daily  work,  a  final  project  of  local  industry  and  commerce,  and 
a  goal  achieved  by  the  utilization  of  weekly  paychecks .  Even  though  sta¬ 
tisticians  cannot  add  up  the  true  impact  of  the  visual  environment  of  a 
given  area  upon  the  citizens  comprising  it,  it  is  evident  that  beauty  adds 
to  the  quality  of  life  just  as  ugliness  degrades  the  quality  of  life. 

The  visual  environment  of  McDowell  County  or  that  of  any  given  area 
reflects  the  overall  attitudes  and  character  of  its  citizenry.  With  the 
advent  of  widespread  mobility  in  our  society,  one  needs  to  slow  down  and 
examine  and  evaluate  the  surroundings  to  determine  if  they  measure  up  in 
the  intangible  areas  —  that  of  an  aesthetically  pleasing  environment. 
Beautification,  appearance,  aesthetics,  visual  environment  awareness,  of 
whatever  name  you  choose  to  call  it,  enhances  in  many  ways  the  spectrum  of 
values  an  area  has  to  offer 0  It  contributes  comfort  to  its  citizens® 

An  aesthetically  pleasing  environment  encourages  new  industry 0  It  invites 
new  families  which  in  turn  stimulates  new  business  and  other  area  activities. 
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Visual  impressions  of  an  area  have  a  lasting  effect  upon  individuals® 
Thus,  it  is  important  that  the  citizens  of  McDowell  County  make  their 
county  one  which  offers  an  atmosphere  and  an  environment  which  will  not 
only  impress,  but  also  attract  those  people  who  will  bring  with  them  both 
quality  growth  and  meaningful  progress® 

A„  Environmental  Liabilities 

On  Table  1  in  Chapter  II,  the  "Survey  of  Visual  Assets  and  Liabilities" 
in  this  report,  the  results  of  a  visual  windshield  survey  of  environmental 
assets  and  liabilities  were  listed®  Chapter  III  discussed  the  Gounty's 
assets;  this  Chapter  will  discuss  its  liabilities®  The  general  debit 
areas  noted  were:  solid  waste  management  --  junk  vehicles,  debris,  and 
open  illegal  dumping;  sign  control  —  commercial,  public,  and  private; 
and  deteriorating  rural  highway  commercial  and  residential  development., 

1»  Solid  Waste  Management 

McDowell  County,  along  with  Alexander,  Burke,  and  Caldwell  Counties 
formed  a  regional  solid  waste  management  body  (representing  the  county's 
and  constituent  municipalities  through  elected  officials  and  managers) 
and  received  federal  funds  through  Farmer's  Home  Administration,  and  ac¬ 
quired  supplemental  grant  through  the  Appalachian  Regional  Commission  in 
order  to  fund  the  establishment  of  a  solid  waste  disposal  system.®  The 
system,  as  it  operates  in  McDowell  County,  consists  of  one  sanitary  land¬ 
fill  near  Marion,  with  bulk  container  collection  sites  placed  in  strategic 
locations  throughout  the  County®  The  forty-five  containers  are  emptied 
at  least  twice  weekly®  All  containers  are  on  privately  owned  property 0 
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Fifteen  additional  containers  are  on  order  at  this  time.  This  will  make 
a  total  of  approximately  65.  Five  of  these  containers  will  be  placed  at 
Little  Swltzerland-Gillispie  Gap  area  where  there  are  now  no  containers. 
Mitchell  County  has  agreed  to  service  these  for  the  Solid  Waste  Disposal 
Commission.  The  other  10  will  be  used  to  supplement  those  in  the  heavily 
used  areas.  One  rural  fire  chief  reports  a  drastic  drop  in  the  woods  and 
brush  fires  since  the  containers  were  placed. 

Although  this  has  been  an  excellent  beginning  to  an  effective  pro¬ 
gressive  comprehensive  solid  waste  management  program,  it  has  not  been 
without  problems.  The  citizenry  need  to  be  further  educated  in  the  use 
of  the  containers.  Refuse  should  be  tossed  to  the  rear  of  the  containers 
so  that  total  container  space  will  be  available.  Also,,  bulk,  solid  waste, 
such  as  scrap  metal,  old  refrigerators,  etc.  should  be  hauled  to  the 
landfill  (during  the  hours  it  is  open)  for  disposal  and  not  be  left  at 
the  container  sites.  Such  problems  are  a  matter  of  public  education.  A 

combination  of  explanatory  signs  on  each  bulk  container  and  additional 

1 

articles  in  the  McDowell  News  will  aid  disimination  of  such  information. 

The  County  Environmental  Improvement  Specialist,  Jeter  Laws,  has  found  that 
no  new  illegal  roadside  dumps  have  been  started  and  that  illegal  roadside 
dumping  has  been  virtually  eliminated  since  the  containers  were  placed. 

These  containers  also  serve  as  highway  litter  receptacles.  Since 
the  State  Highway  Commission  would  not  cooperate  in  making  sites  for  the 
containers  available,  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  they  would  furnish  signs 
stating  that  a  highway  litter  receptacle  is  available  such  and  such  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  a  mile  ahead.  The  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Commission  should,  there¬ 
fore,  plan  for  marking  the  containers. 

^For  additional  information  on  a  public  information  program  see  Chapter  V. 
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(a)  Abandoned  and  Derelict  Vehicles 


To  most  people,  any  unusable  car  left  deserted  to  rust  away  is  a 

< 

"junk  car0"  From  the  popular  point  of  view,  this  is  an  acceptable  term, 
but  in  the  strictest  sense  it  is  not  an  accurate  term*  Most  vehicles 
popularly  referred  to  as  junk,  cars  are  in  reality  either  abandoned  or 
derelict  cars.  An  "abandoned  car"  is  one  that  has  been  left  by  its  owner 
on  someone  else’s  property  without  the  consent  of  the  property  owner.  A 
"derelict  car"  is  one  that  the  property  owner  himself  has  discarded  on  his 
property,. 

Such  vehicles  are  detrimental  to  the  physiographic  beauty  of  McDowell 
County c  As  said  before,  many  of  the  vehicles  are  just  old  long  used  vehi¬ 
cles  on  their  owner’s  property  and  are  no  longer  serviceable,  while  other 
vehicles  have  been  abandoned.  Many  are  potentially  hazardous  as  they  are 
located  in  the  flood  plain  and  could  float  away  during  high  water.  Others 
have  windows,  wheels,  and  various  parts  missing,  battered  or  broken.  Such 
vehicles  are  potential  safety  hazards  for  children. 

An  abandoned  and  derelict  vehicle  clean-up  campaign  to  be  based  on 
thorough  planning  and  organization  is  just  now  starting  in  McDowell  County. 
The  campaign  is  being  initiated  by  the  McDowell  County  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
Environmental  Committee.  It  is  a  job  that  requires  the  wholehearted 
cooperation  of  the  entire  County  and  the  various  business,  governmental, 
and  civic  groups  that  must  work  together  to  get  the  job  done* 

There  are  several  specific  jobs  involved  in  an  abandoned  and  dere¬ 
lict  car  cleanup  campaign.  The  cars  first  must  be  located,  counted,  and 
reported  to  a  central  clearing  point.  They  also  must  be  legally  cleared 
for  pick  upc 
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The  exact  location  of  ea.ch  car  is  needed  to  help  arrange  pickup  schedules 
and  routes o  The  Environmental  Survey  Map  generalizes  areas  where  groups  of 
abandoned  or  derelict  vehicles  were  found*  The  Eighth,  Grade  Class  at 
Marion  Junior  High  School,  under  the  direction  of  teacher  Mr.  "Butch"  Hogan 
has  earned  themselves  the  nickname  "Hogan's  Heroes"  because  of  their  environ¬ 
mental  concern  and  action.  The  "Hogan’s  Heroes" ,  Eighth  Grade  Science  Class, 
prepared  a  slide-tape  presentation  titled  "Pollution  in  McDowell  County." 

This  presentation  consists  of  a  detailed  dialogue  and  pictures  of  the  pol¬ 
lution  problems  through  the  county w  A  copy  of  the  script  is  Appendix  D 
of  this  report.  If  any  group  would  like  to  see  the  presentation,  they 
should  contacts  Mr.  Butch  Hogan,  Eighth  Grade  Science  Teacher,  Marion 
Junior  High.  In  connection  with  abandoned  and  derelict  vehicles  this 
enthusiastic  group  of  young  people  plan  to  tackle  the  problem  head-on.  They 
plan  to  go  out  and  map  the  exact  location  of  every  vehicle.  Additional 
methods  for  obtaining  the  exact  location  of  such  vehicles  include;  reporting 
of  the  locations  by  the  law  enforcement  agencies  (Sheriffs  Department  and 
State  Highway  Patrol)  and  residents  throughout  the  county  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  through  a  publicized  "call-in  campaign"  to  report  such  vehicles. 

The  condition  of  the  vehicles  Is  equally  important  to  the  location. 

Cars  that  have  been  so  thoroughly  stripped  that  they  cannot  be  hauled  In 
by  a  tow  truck  will  have  to  be  loaded  on  flat  bed  trucks  or  trailers  and 
be  driven  to  the  collection  site.  As  each  vehicle  Is  located  and  plotted 
on  a  large  grid  map,  a  Location,  Condition  and  Permission  Report  Form 
(see  Table  4)  can  be  started.  Some  repeat  visits  may  be  needed,  but  fre¬ 
quently  the  "location"  teams  can  complete  the  report  and  even  'have  the 
owner  of  a  derelict  car  or  owner  of  the  property  on  which,  an  abandoned 
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Table  4 


1 

SAMPLE  ABANDONED  CAR. 

LOCATION,  CONDITION,  PERMISSION  REPORT  FORM 

(To  Be  Completed  By  the  Location  Team  or  by  the  Person 

Receiving  Call) 


Date  Call  Received  Organization  Receiving  Report  Number 

Call 


Person  Calling  In? 

Name  _ _ 

Addr  e  s  s  _ _____________ 

Telephone  Number _ _ 

Location  of  Auto, _ _ _ _ _ 

(Specify  City,  _ _ _ 

Township,  County) 

Auto  Descriptions  (for  each  vehicle 

reported) 

Mak  e  Y  ear 

ID  or  Serial  Noc  _ _ 

License  Plate  Noc,  _ _ 

Title  Available  Yes_ _  No 

Have  Legal  Releases  Been  Obtained.  Yes, 
Pick-up  Instructions,, _ _ 


Caller 1  s  Relation  to  Junk.  Auto  s 

Owner _ _ _ _ 

Police _ _ _ 

Other  _ _ _ . 

Explain 


Has  Auto  Been  Previously  Reported: 
Yes  _ No 


State 

Year  of  Plate, 
_  No _ 


1 

In  addition  to  this  basic  report,  release  and  receipt  forms  also  will  be 
needed  for  each  car  collected.  These  forms  can  be  added  to  this  LCP  report 
They  should  be  developed  by  the  legal  advisor  for  the  campaign,  (probably 
the  County  Attorney)  in  accordance  with  North  Carolina  state  laws  and  with, 
local  laws  in  McDowell  County. 
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car  is  located  sign  a  release  form  on  the  spotG 

Permission  to  move  the  car  certainly  is  necessary.  Some  people  do 
not  want  to  give  up  old  cars  even,  though  they  are  virtually  valueless. 
Permission  from  a  property  owner  to  pick  up  a  car  that  has  been  abandoned 
on  his  property,  even  if  it  has  no  registered  owner  is  a  must.  The  enthu¬ 
siastic  ’’Hogan's  Heroes”  will  undoubtedly  be  a  tremendous  asset  in  gaining 
such  permission.  Where  a  derelict  vehicle  owner  might  be  offended  when 
approached  for  permission  by  a  civic-minded  adult  —  community-mindedness 
by  such  8th  graders  might  just  be  irresistible. 

Once  the  cars  are  located  and  counted;  and  legal  permission  to  pick 
them,  up  has  been  obtained.,  arrangements  must  be  made  to  have  them  collected 
and  processed.  The  County’s  portion  of  the  campaign  will  end  when  the 
cars  are  collected.  The  collection  process  has  began  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Environmental  Committee  of  the  McDowell  County  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  County  government  (with  special  help  and  coordination,  from  both 
the  County  Manager,  Jack  Harmon  and  the  County  Environmental  Specialist, 
Jeter  Laws).  Three  collection  sites  for  junk  vehicles  have  been  designated 
and  some  junk  vehicles  are  being  moved  to  the  sites. 

For  a  comprehensive  and  continuous  collection  program  an  equipment 
inventory  is  another  essential  requirement.  As  mentioned,  chances  are 
that  relatively  few  of  the  cars  can  be  towed  in  on  their  own  wheels.  They 
will  most  likely  have  to  be  loaded  on  a  trailer®  Before  actual  pickups 
start,  find  out  what  kind  of  hauling  equipment  is  available  in.  the  area, 
who  owns  it,  and  how  to  obtain  its  use.  Sometimes  equipment  can  be  bor¬ 
rowed  on  weekends,  but  this  can  slow  operations®  To  speed  up  collections 
it  may  be  preferable  to  rent,  lease,  or  make  your  own  equipment. 


-30- 


McDowell  County  or  several  area  counties  (possibly  the  four  county 
Solid  Waste  Management  district)  could  build  a  "Tilt  Bed  Junk  Vehicle 
Retriever."  The  retriever  body  is  especially  suited  for  self-loading  and 
transportation  of  abandoned  or  derelict  vehicles .  This  particular  type 
of  vehicle  can  be  operated  with  efficiency  and  safety  by  one  person. 

Blue  prints  for  construction  of  such  a  vehicle  have  been  given  to  the 
County  Manager.  Advice  on.  the  project  can  be  sought  from  the  Buncombe 
County  Commissioners,  who  had  a  "Tilt  Bed  Junk  Vehicle  Retriever"  built 
in  1971. 

After  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  are  collected  (lOO  total  at  the 
three  sites)  a  scrap  processor  who  is  a  specialist  in  stripping,  crushing, 
and  shipping  the  vehicles  will  come  in  and  process  the  vehicles.  After 
an  intensive  collection  campaign  is  complete,  the  County  plans  to  have 
only  one  permanent  collection  site  and  whenever  a  sufficient  number  of 
vehicles  have  been  deposited,  the  scrap  processor  will  be  called  back. 

Another  tool  which  may  eventually  help  McDowell  County  solve  its  aban¬ 
doned  and  derelict  vehicle  problem  is  the  North  Carolina  General  Statute 
136-141  to  155,  passed  in  1967,  the  Junk  Yard  Control  Act,  which  allows 
that  "the  establishment  and  use  of  junkyards  in  the  vicinity  of  the  inter- 

state  and  primary  highways  within  the  State  should  be  regulated  and  con¬ 
trolled  in  order  to  promote  the  safety,  health,  welfare  and  convenience 
and  enjoyment  of  travel  on  and  the  protection  of  the  public  investment  in 
highways  within  the  State, c .... .  It  is  the  intention  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  provide  and  declare  herein  a  public  policy  and  statutory  basis  for 

_ 

The  primary  highways  in  McDowell  County  are  Interstate  40,  U.S.  221,  226, 
70,  64,  and  N.C.  80,  126,  and  186 c 
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regulation  and  control  of  junkyards c  ...The  State  Highway  Commission  shall 
not  be  required  to  expend  any  funds  for  the  regulations  of  junkyards  under 
this  article,  nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  article,  e . .have  any  force 
and  effect  until  federal  funds  are  made  available  to  the  State  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  article.  oc.M 

As  no  federal  funds  have  yet  been  appropriated  for  this  act  it  has 
no  "force  and  effect"  but  as  soon  as  any  funds  are  made  available  in  any 
amount  this  Junkyard  Control  Act  becomes  enforceable.  The  State  Highway 
Commission  at  this  time,  estimates  that  some  funds  will  be  allocated  for 
this  act  in  early  1972. 

As  mentioned,  the  locations  of  all  these  junk  or  abandoned  vehicles 
have  not  been  designated  on  the  Environmental  Survey  Map  because  they 
are  so  numerous  and  so  universally  scattered  through  the  county,  but  some 
areas  where  several  vehicles  were  situated  together  are  listed  on  the  map 

by  the  following  numbers;  1,  2,  3,  4*  5,  6,  S,  10,  15,  16,  18,  21,  2.3, 

24,  26,  27,  29,  34,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48, 

49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  57,  62,  65,  66,  67,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74* 

(b)  Debris  and  Open  Illegal  Dumping 

Illegal  dumping  has  occurred  throughout  McDowell  County,  but  hopefully, 
with  the  recent  implementation  of  the  solid  waste  management  program  and 
the  placement  of  bulk  containers  county-wide,  litter  and  dumping  will 
decrease o  Locations  of  illegal  dumping  and  debris  are  listed  on  the  En¬ 
vironmental  Survey  Map  as;  9,  48,  49,  59,  60,  63,  and  67 o 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Environmental  Committee  of  the  McDowell 
County  Chamber,  of  Commerce,  with  complete  support  and  cooperation  from 
McDowell  County  offices,  the  annual  spring  clean-up  was  held  on  Saturday, 
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April  15,  1972c  Support  was  especially  strong  from  young  people,  The 
project  was  so  successful  a  fall  clean-up  is  now  under  consideration. 

For  the  county-wide  Clean-up  Campaign  the  county  was  divided  up  into  regions- 
approximately  along  fire  district  lines.  The  district  lines  are  shown  on 
the  Environmental  Survey  Map.  The  areas  by  name  are; 

1)  Ashford  -  North  Cove  Community 

Area  Chairman  -  Earl  Fender 

2)  Woodlawn  -  Sevier  Community 

Area  Chairman  -  Chalmer  Tipton. 

3)  Pleasant  Gardens  Community 

Area  Chairman  -  Fred  Dunshie 

4)  Old  Fort  Community 

Area  Chairman  -  Ed  Norton 

5)  Nebo  Community 

Area  Chairman  -  Jack  Corpening 

6)  City  of  Marion 

Area  Chairman  -  Bill  Ledbetter 

7)  Glenwood  Community  Area  Chairman  -  Ac  L0  Neal 

&)  Dysartsville  Community  Area  Chairman  -  Willard  Seaman 

The  chairman  of  the  Environmental  Committee  and  of  the  Clean-up  Cam¬ 
paign  was  the  publisher  of  the  McDowell  News,  Mr,  Gene  Fowler,  Much  of  the 
campaign’s  success  was  due  to  the  combination  of  his  leadership  and  the 
extensive  publicity  he  allowed  the  project  in  the  paper 0  The  clean-up 
campaign  should  be  used  as  an  educational  and  awareness  device  so  that 
all  McDowell  County  citizens  become  environmentalists  and  place  their  refuse 
in  the  designated  locations.  Consideration,  by  the  Committee,  should  be 
given  to  having  a  tri-year ly  weekend  clean-up  campaign  early  spring, 
mid- summer,  and  in  late  fall. 
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2c  Sign  Control  -  Commercial.  Public  and  Private 

Another  significant  impairment  to  McDowell  County1 s  visual  environment 
is  the  variety  of  roadside  signs?  such  as;  beverage  ads,  hand  painted  signs,, 
signs  on  rocks,  and  other  ineffectual  outdoor  advertising  techniques.  Such 
signs  are  scattered  primarily  (but  not  exclusively)  along  the  primary 
highways  and  are  far  too  numerous  to  designate  all,  but  the  number  of 
signs  increases  as  one  approaches  the  Marion  urbanized  area.  Signs  noted 
on  the  Environmental  Survey  Map  include;  22,  28,  51  and  64. 

Standards  of  quality  of  signs  are  neededo  Signs  should  be  restricted 
in  size,  lettering,  construction,  distance  from  the  highway,  maintenance 
and  visibility. 

The  following  tools  are  available  to  McDowell  County  for  sign  control; 

a)  the  County  Commissioners  could  draft  a  local  sign  control  ordinance 
(General  Statute  153-9 o 55  states  the  authority  to  do  this).  The  following 
topics  for  regulations  are  examples  of  what  controls  can  apply  to  all  signs 
within  a  specifically  designated  area  by  a  county  government;  (l)  number 
and  kind  of  signs,  (2)  size,  (3)  illumination,  (4)  lettering,  (5)  pro¬ 
hibited  signs,  (6)  information  and  regulatory  signs,  (7)  identification 
signs,  (8)  sale  or  rent  signs,  (9)  development  signs,  (lO)  free  standing 
signs,  and  (ll)  approval  of  all  sign  design  by  a  Design  Review  Board  prior 
to  construction, 

b)  zoning;  although  at  this  time  neither  Marion,  Old  Fort  or 
McDowell  County  have  zoning  ordinances,  eventually  when  the  need  for  such 
becomes  a  necessity,  sign  control  should  be  incorporated  in  the  ordinance. 

c)  the  State  Highway  Commission's  current  regulations  concerning 
signs  along  their  highways  is  concerned  with  signs  in  their  rights  of 
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wa y,  which  usually  vary  from  60  to  300  feet  in  width*  Commercial  signs  are 
not  allowed  in  that  easement ,  but  at  present  little  enforcement  is  done 
along  rural  roads* 

A  future  major  State  Highway  Commission  sign  control  instrument  is  an¬ 
ticipated  in  mid  1972 ,  with  the  enforcement  of  the  Outdoor  Advertising 
Control  Act  (G.S.  136-126  to  140 ).  This  act  will  be  enforced  when  the 
Commission  passes  their  "Resolution  re  Agreement  Covering  Control  of 
Outdoor  Advertising"  and  thereby  enters  into  an  agreement  "for  carrying 
out  national  policy  relative  to  control  of  outdoor  advertising.*."  with, 
the  federal  government  as  represented  by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation „ 
With  certain  exceptions  noted  in  the  law.,  the  law  states  that  "no  outdoor 

advertising  shall  be  erected  or  maintained  within  660  feet  to  the  nearest 

1 

edge  of  the  right-of-way  of  the  .  eo  primary  highways  of  this  State. .«" 
Also,  "the  State  Highway  Commission  is  authorized  to  acquire  by  purchase, 
gift  or  condemnation  all  outdoor  advertising u „ .under  the  provisions  of... 
the  Outdoor  Advertising  Control  Act. 

As  for  miscellaneous  painting  on  rocks  if  such  rocks  are  in  the  right- 
of-way  they  can  be  (with  permission  from  the  State  Highway  Commission) 
painted  over  with  rock  color  (gray,  tan  or  brown.)  paint.  As  for  such 
rock-signs  not  on  the  right-of-way,  permission  to  paint  over  would  have 
to  be  obtained  from  the  property  owner.  For  removal  of  aerosol  paints 
from  porous  surfaces  see  the  "fact  sheet"  prepared,  by  the  National  Paint 
and  Coatings  Association  in  Appendix  C. 

T  ~ 

The  primary  highways  in  McDowell  County  are  Interstate  40,  U.S.  64., 

221,  226,  70,  and  N.C0  126,  80,  183. 
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There  is  a  need  for  improved  State  Highway  identification  and  directional 
signs  at  many  intersections  —  especially  from  secondary  to  primary  roads. 
Examples  of  this  problem  are  evidenced  on  the  Environmental  Survey  Map  at 
28  and  64.  The  County  Commissioners  should  request  that  the  State  High¬ 
way  Commission,  place  identification  and  directional  signs  at  such  inter¬ 
sections  . 

3o  Deteriorating  .Rural  Highway  Commercial  and  Residential  Development 

Most  of  the  commercial  development  and  much  of  the  residential  dev¬ 
elopment  (old  and  abandoned  homesteads  and  farm  buildings)  along  McDowell 
County’s  primary  and  secondary  roads  are  deteriorating  and  are  eyesores. 

An  example  of  deteriorating  rural  commercial  establishments  with  debris 
scattered  sideyards  can  be  frequently  noted  between  Interstate  40  and  the 
County  line  on  U.  Sc  221®  These  conditions  result  from  low  income  and 
underemployment |  therefore ,  until  the  economy  improves  there  is  little 
hope  for  improvement  except  through  community  pride  efforts® 

At  present,  many  McDowell  County  rural  citizens’  economic  level 
causes  them  to  be  concerned  with  the  most  primary  level  of  existence  —  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter.  As  employment  opportunities,  income  level,  tax  base, 
and  money  circulation  increase  these  citizens  will  be  able  to  have  better 
homes  and  improve  rural  commercial  establishments 0 

A  project  to  improve  the  unsightly  side  yards  of  commercial  and  res¬ 
idential  developments  can  be  accomplished  through  the  development  of  county 
pride  as  a  result  of  the  county-wide  clean-up  campaign. 
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IV.  Plan  for  Implementation 


In  previous  sections  of  this  report  the  scenic  beauty  of  McDowell 
County  was  noted  as  well  as  factors  detrimental  to  that  scenic  beauty. 

This  section  identifies  project  priorities  and  dependent  subprojects, 
timetables,  and  project  responsibilities.  This  is  a  plan  for  implemen¬ 
tations  correcting  liabilities  and  utilizing  potential. 

A.  First  Priority  -  Comprehensive  County-wide  Environmental  Improvement 
Program. 

1.  Subproject  A  -  proper  usage  of  bulk  container  system  which  is 
a  part  of  McDowell  County’s  comprehensive  solid  waste  management 
program. 

Implementation  responsibility:  County  Commissioners  with 
cooperation  with  the  news  media. 

Method:  Continuing  public  education  and  awareness  on  the  location, 
availability  and  especially  on  the  usage  of  the  containers. 

Cost:  The  greatest  cost  will  undoubtedly  be  a  direct  result 

from  the  misuse  of  the  containers,  such  as  place  bulk  waste 
in  the  container  area  rather  than  hauling  it  to  the  landfill. 

Steps  to  be  taken:  (l)  Beside  a  news  media  public  awareness, 
information  and  educational  program,  signs  could  be  attached 
to  the  bulk  containers  outlining  usage  as  well  as,  given 
information  on  the  landfill.  (2)  The  usage  of  the  container 
system  as  highway  litter  receptacles  should  also  be  advertised® 
The  County  Commissioners  should  request  that  the  State  Highway 
Commission  post  signs  stating  that  a  Litter  Receptacle  is 
available  in  such  and  such  fraction  of  a  mile. 
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20  Subproject  B  -  Elimination  of  open  dumping. 


Implementation  Responsibility:  McDowell  Commissioners ,  County 
Health  Department,  Environmental  Committee  of  the  McDowell 
County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  individual  citizens. 

Estimated  starting  date:  Has  already  begun0 

Steps  to  be  taken:  (l)  Continue  to  inform  the  public  of  the 
availability  of  the  bulk  containers  and  the  landfill  system 

(2)  educate  the  public  as  to  the  use  of  the  system 

(3)  and  thereby  develop  pride  in  property  for  an  Improved 
visual  environment  will  also  improve  the  health  environ¬ 
ment  and  sanitary  conditions. 

3.  Subproject  C  -  Disposal  of  large  size  solid  waste. 

Implementation  responsibility:  Individual  citizens,  McDowell 
County  Commissioners,  and  clean-up  groups . 

Estimated  Starting  Date:  Immediate 

Funding:  (l)  Individual  needing  disposal,  (2)  local  govern¬ 

ing  body  collecting  large  size  solid  waste  (stoves,  refrig¬ 
erators,  scrap  metal,  etc.)  in  the  right-of-way  and/or 
adjacent  to  the  bulk  containers. 

Steps  to  be  taken:  again,  this  is  primarily  a  public  awareness 
and  educational  program,  as  people  learn,  to  make  use  of 
the  solid  waste  management  system  the  problem  should 
eliminate  itself. 

4o  Subproject  D  -  Disposal  of  abandoned  and  derelict  vehicles. 

Implementation  responsibility:  Environmental  Committee  of  the 

McDowell  County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  local  governing  bodies, 
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civic  groups  and  individual  citizens® 

Estimated  Starting  Dates  Has  begun. 

Fundings  Individual  disposal,  civic  groups,  and  local  govern¬ 
ing  bodies. 

Steps  to  be  taken:  see  pages  26  to  32  on  abandoned  and 
derelict  vehicles  for  steps o 

5.  Dependent  Subproject  E  -  Clean  up  of  debris  scattered  side-yards 

of  residential  and  commercial  areas  as  a  phase  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  county  development  program  (see  section  V  of  this 

report) . 

Implementation  responsibility:  Environmental  Committee  of  the 
McDowell  County  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  cooperation  with 
individual  citizen  county  pride. 

Estimated  Starting  Date:  Has  begun  as  the  annual  spring 
County-wide  Clean-up  Campaign. 

Steps  to  be  taken:  The  present-  program  needs  to  be  expanded 
into  early  spring,  mid-summer,  and  late  fall  weekend- 
long  tri-yearly  clean-up  campaign. 

6.  Subproject  F  -  Removal  and  disposal  of  ineffectual  signs. 

Implementation  responsibility:  Local  law  enforcement  agencies 
and  local  private  groups  (such  as  the  recommended  County 
Development  Committee) 

Estimated  Starting  Dates  Immediate. 

Steps  to  be  taken:  (l)  Removal  of  all  such  signs  illegally 
placed  within  the  right-of-way,  auxiliary  project  of  pain¬ 
ting  over  signs  on  rocks  with  rock  colored  paint. 


1  See  Section  V  of  this  report 
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(2)  and  similar  projects  by  the  local  private  group  on 
private  property  after  gaining  written  permission  to  do 
such  from  the  property  owner® 


B  o  Second  Priority  -  Environmental  Awareness  and  Education 
Implementation  responsibility  -  McDowell  County  schools,  news  media,, 
and  local  private  civic  groups  and  organizations. 

Estimated  Starting  Date:  Immediate 
Cost:  None 

Steps  to  be  taken:  initiate  an  education  program  on  environmental  aware¬ 
ness  in  the  schools  and  for  adults.  Such  a  program  has  been  developed 
extensively  by  the  8th  grade  class  of  teacher,  Mr.  M Butch”  Hogan, 
at  Marion  Junior  High  School.  A  slide-tape  presentation  has  been 
prepared  by  the  class.  (See  Appendix  D  for  script) c  Through  the 
development  of  educational  programs  for  school  children  and  adults, 
three  major  goals  should  be  pursued: 

a.  The  development  of  an  awareness  of  the  unique  mountain 
environment 

b.  The  understanding  of  important  ecological  information  con¬ 
cerning 

1.  ecosystems 

2.  natural  resources 
3  c  pollution  problems 

4.  environmental  decision-making 

5.  cultural  environmental  heritage 

c.  The  development  of  a  constructive  attitude  toward  nature  and 
environmental  problems  . 


-40- 


' 


C  .  Third  Priority  -  Sign  Program 


IL  Control  over  ineffectual  outdoor  advertising  —  public  and 
private . 

Implementation  responsibility;  McDowell  County  Commissioners,  Town 
Boards,  and  local  private  groups  (such  as  the  County  Development 
Committee  recommended  in  Section  V  of  this  report) . 

Estimated  Starting  Date;  Parts  of  the  project  can  be  started  at 
once0 

Steps  to  be  taken;  l)  the  local  governments  need  to  vote  sign 
control  into  their  local  law.  2)  then  gain  permission  to 
dispose  of  ineffectual  signs;  then  removal  of  them  to  the 
landfill. 

2.  State  Highway  Road  Identification  and  Directional  Signs 
Implementation  responsibility;  State  Highway  Department, 

McDowell  County  Commissioners,  and  Town  Boards. 

Estimated  Starting  Date;  Immediate. 

Steps  to  be  taken;  (l)  Clear  road  identification  and  directional 
signs  are  needed  at  many  areas  (especially  from  secondary 
to  primary  roads)  throughout  the  County,  (2)  the  County 
Commissioners  should  request  that  the  State  Highway  Commission 
erect  such  signs  at  the  specific  locations  and  make  later 
requests  at  any  other  such  locations  brought  to  the  Commissioners1 
attention  —  this,  of  course,  should  include  signs  identifying 
the  bulk  containers  as  highway  litter  receptacles. 

D.  Fourth  Priority  -  Zoning  of  Selected  Areas  in  the  County 

Implementation  responsibility;  McDowell  County  Planning  Board  and 
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the  County  Commissioners 

Fundings  McDowell  County  and  possibly  a  two-thirds  grant  from  the 
the  Uc  So  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  for 
planning  services® 

Cost:  Approximately  $2500 

Estimated  Starting  Date:  As  soon  as  the  Planning  Board  and  the 

County  Commissioners  deem  the  temper  of  the  citizenry  ready 
for  such  a  step0 

Steps  to  be  taken.:  Based  on  a  study  of  the  existing  land  use 

pattern,  in  the  county,  the  standards  at  which  development 
has  taken  place,  and  the  future  land  development  plan  for  the 
county,  a.  zoning  ordinance  for  selected  areas  is  recommended 
as  a  part  of  the  planning  program.  It  would  divide  the 
planning  area  into  appropriate  use  districts:  such  as  for 
(l)  highway  development  along  Interstate  40  interchange  areas 
(2.)  around  developing  major  public  or  commercial  recreation 
establishments,  (3)  around  the  airport  site,  (4)  around  the 
unincorporated  urbanized  areas  of  the  county,  (5)  the  flood 
plain,  and  others  that  seem  to  be  necessary  upon  further  study. 
The  ordinance  would  set  requirements  as  to  adequately  guide 
the  future  development  within  each  district 0  The  ordinance 
would  also  set  forth  the  powers,  duties,  and  procedures  to 
be  followed  by  the  Board  of  Adjustment  in  granting  variances 
and  hearing  appeals,  by  the  Planning  Board  and  Board  of 
Commissioners  in  considering  amendments  to  the  ordinance,  and 
by  the  Zoning  Administrator  in  issuing  building  permits  and 
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certificates  of  occupancy®  The  ordinance  would  also  contain 
such  general  provisions  as  are  necessary  to  the  effective 
administration,  of  the  ordinance®  A  zoning  map  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  at  an  appropriate  scale  that  will  clearly  set  forth  the 
district  that  applies  to  every  parcel  of  land  in  the  zoned 
area  and  provide  an  adequate  guide  to  the  zoning  administrator 
in  determining  the  location  of  district  boundary  lines®  The 
ordinance  would  be  reproduced  in  acceptable  form  for  adoption 
by  McDowell  County,  Particular  attention  would  be  given,  during 
the  period,  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  adoption  of  the  ordinance 
to  providing  the  County  with  the  forms  needed  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  ordinance,  to  educating  the  zoning  enforcement  offi¬ 
cer  in  the  method  of  conducting  inspections  and  issuing  permits, 
and  to  advising  the  governing  body  of  the  proper  procedures  to 
follow  and  considerations  to  keep  in  mind  as  they  process  re¬ 
quests  for  amendments, 

V ,  Comprehensive  County-Wide  Community  Development  Program 
Throughout  this  report  the  many  environmental  assets  and  liabilities 
of  McDowell  County  have  been  discussed.  The  report  has  included  sugges¬ 
tions  on  developmental  and  improvement  activities.  Many  of  the  projects 
can  be  accomplished  by  either  government,  business  and  industry,  civic 
group,  or  the  educational  system;  some  of  the  projects  need  to  be  com¬ 
bined  effort.  These  projects  include;  a  solid  waste  management  program, 
a  sign  control  program,  scenic  drives,  and  interstate  development,  zoning 
of  selected  areas,  an  environmental  education  program,  etc® 
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This  final  section  of  the  report  outlines  the  development  of  a 
grass-roots  comprehensive  county  pride  program  for  all  phases  of  McDowell 
County' s  development  and  improvement  —  including  environmental  improve¬ 
ment  o 

McDowell  County  residents  have  recognized  that  they  have  county-wide 
development  problems ,  therefore ,  they  initiated  a  planning  program  in 
1965  to  find  ways  to  solve  those  problems »  The  way  to  solve  development 
problems  is  through  a  joint  and  coordinated  development  effort  by  all 
persons  in  the  community 0  Too  often,  individual  residents  criticize  facets 
of  the  county  and  fail  to  ask  themselves  what  they  have  done  to  improve 
the  condition  they  are  criticizing*  Constructive  action  towards  a  solution 
is  necessary* 

An  evaluation  of  development  activities  in  other  counties  reveals 
that  the  best  results  are  usually  achieved  by  those  development  efforts 
that  t 

lo  emphasize  county-wide  involvement 9  ■ 

2.  have  the  active  support  of  the  local  governing  bodies  and  their 
staffs, 

3.  recognize  such  development  as  a  continuous  process* 

To  accomplish  development  goals,  the  county  needs  to  coordinate  the 
efforts  of  all  interest  groups  within  McDowell  County.  This  is  done  by 
forming  a  county  development  committee( s) *  The  development  committee  is 
to  serve  as  the  cohesive  force  in  the  county-wide  Improvement  endeavor* 

A.  The  County  Development  Committee 

The  committee  needs  to  be  an  organization  of  "doers"  who  can  sell 
their  fellow  residents  on  the  idea  that  McDowell  County  can  and  will 


< 

. 


accomplish  any  realistic  goals  if  they  have  a  joint  and  coordinated  effort 
towards  improving  the  community®  Members  of  the  committee  need  to  be 
enthusiastic  and  willing  workers®  It  is  good  to  talk  about  what  needs  to 
be  done  in  the  county ,  but  this  must  be  a  committee  that  stimulates  action „ 
The  county  development  committee  should  include  representatives  from 
every  volunteer  organization,  every  department  of  County  and  of  the  two 
towns*  governments,  every  youth  group,  every  service  and  fraternal  organi¬ 
zation,  business  and  industry,  and  every  church.  Quite  possibly  this  com¬ 
prehensive  organization  could  be  organized  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
which  already  has  several  action  oriented  committees. 

The  committee  should  encourage  suggestions  for  projects.  A  way  of 
doing  this  is  to  run  a  suggestion  blank  in  the  local  paper.  Trying  to 
get  property  owners  to  make  improvements  is  a  difficult  taskc  The  com¬ 
mittee  must  be  willing  to  accept  criticism  of  its  actions. 

Good  leadership  of  the  county  development  committee  is  vital  to  its 
success®  The  officers  of  such  a  committee  need  to  put  forth  a  sufficient 
amount  of  time  and  effort  necessary  to  make  the  program  a  success®  They 
must  know  to  whom  to  delegate  responsibility  to  achieve  results. 

B®  Specific  Breakdown  of  Responsibility  for  County  Development  Committee 
The  County  Development  Committee  for  McDowell  County  should,  as  much 
as  possible,  work  through  existing  community  groups®  The  County  Develop¬ 
ment  Committee  should  be  made  up  of  existing  community  groups  and  there¬ 
fore,  should  be  made  up  of  ten  to  fifteen  sub-committees  which  individual 
area  groups  can  better  identify  with.  Such  area  groups  could  be  from  each 
of  the  two  large  towns,  and  from  each  of  the  recognized  smaller  communities. 
(See  Table  5) ° 


“45 


1 


. 

' 


Table  5.  Possible  Sub-County  Development  Committees 


Towns 


Small e  r  Communi  1 1 c  s 


Marlon 


Ashford 


Old  Fort 


Dysartsville 


Glenwood 


Nebo 


Pleasant  Gardens 


Sevier 


Woodlawn. 


These  communities  have  a  variety  of  unifying  factors:  civic  groups, 
school  districts,  churches,  common  marketing  areas,  etc.  By  developing  a 
pride  program  in  each  of  these  areas,  individuals  who  participate  can  feel 
the  results  closer  to  homec 


C.  Projects 


The  main  purpose  of  the  County  Development  Committee  is  to  analyze 
the  needs  of  the  County  then  make  up  a  project  priority  listo  Some  projects 
need  to  be  County-wide  while  others  can  be  localized  to  the  sub-community 
development  committees o  Some  can  be  "pet  projects"  of  certain  groups 
such  as:  fraternities,  Lions,  Women* s  Clubs,  rural  clubs,  youth  clubs, 
etc0;  and  other  projects  can  be  individual  endeavors  <= 

In  starting  a  major  project,  the  committee  should  know  (l)  the  purpose 
of  the  project,  (2)  estimate  the  number  of  people  needed  to  implement  it, 

(.3)  the  benefits  that  would  be  derived  from  it,  (4)  estimate  the  starting 
and  completion  dates  of  the  project,  (5)  know  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
complete  the  project  and  (6)  plan  the  publicity  and  promotion  of  the  project c 
If  the  community  plans  to  enter  an  improvement  contest  such  as  (l)  the 
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American  Institute  of  Planners  award  program  for  implementation  of  com¬ 
prehensive  development  plan,  (2)  the  National  Clean-Up-Paint-Up-Fix-Up 
contest,  (3)  the  Western  North  Carolina  Community  Development  Program, 
etc.,  then  all  projects  should  be  carefully  documented  with  photos  and 
articles  as  the  project  progresses. 

Certain  project  areas  can  be  suggested  for  the  committee’s  considera¬ 
tion,,  The  committee  should  at  least  discuss  all  the  possibilities  that 
might  apply  to  McDowell  County.  Study  and  action  projects  are  ordinarily 
closely  interrelated.  A  typical  project  begins  with  some  type  of  study 
to  provide  a  factual  foundation  for  development  of  a  sound  plan  of  action 
and  its  implementation c  Where  adequate  information  is  already  available, 
the  study  phase  may  be  logically  omitted.  Study  and  action  projects  may 
include,  but  need  not  be  limited  to: 

1.  industrial  (tracts  &  development),  commercial  (downtown 
improvement),  and  agricultural  improvement. 

2.  educational,  religious  and  cultural'  (music,  art,  library) 
programs. 

3.  governmental  improvements  (planning;  capital  improvements 
programming;  zoning,  subdivision  control;  building  codes;  water, 
sewage,  and  drainage  systems;  streets  and  roads;  airport;  solid  waste 
management  program;  etc.) 

4.  strengthening  of  health,  welfare,  and  medical  care  programs. 

5«  improvement  of  recreational  programs  and  facilities c 

6.  historical  museums,  programs,  and  observances. 

7.  tourism  and  special  events  development. 

8.  visual  environmental  improvement  and  beautification  activities. 
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9.  street  and  highway  safety  programs. 

10.  law  enforcement  and  criminal  rehabilitation. 

11.  fire  protection  improvement  c 

12.  coordination  of  community  activities. 

In  some  counties,  the  County  Development  Committees  have  sent  letters 
of  property  owners  (commercial,  industrial,  residential  and  agricultural) 
suggesting  what  improvements  should  be  made  and  signing  the  letters 
with  the  name  of  the  committee.  (With  this  method,  the  receiver  of  the 
letter  did  not  get  mad  at  a  particular  individual  plus  he  realized  he 
was  one  of  many  through  the  county  being  asked  to  cooperate  to  make  the 
County  a  better  place  for  all  the  residents  to  live„)  It  is  important 
to  add  that  follow-up  letters  thanked  property  owners  for  the  improvements 
they  made  and  their  cooperation  with  the  community  development  endeavor. 

Another  project  could  be  a  yard  beautification0  This  project  could 
be  rural  as  well  as  town.  A  committee  could  be  appointed  to  pick  a  ’’Yard 
of  the  Month”  to  thereby  encourage  beautification  activities.  A  plaque 
would  be  placed  on  the  lawn  for  the  month,  a  picture  and  story  in  the  paper, 
and  one  award  given  in  each  of  the  eight  clean-up  areas  each  month  —  spring 
through  fall  (  someone  would  be  eligible  for  the  award  only  once  per  year). 

D.  Local  Government  Involvement 

The  development  committee  should  have  a  close  working  relationship 
with  the  local  governing  bodies.  Such  bodies  should  be  well  aware  of 
what  the  committee  is  trying  to  accomplish.  Communication  between  all 
interested  groups  (civic,  social,  cultural,  and  fraternal  and  governmental) 
in  the  County  development  council  should  be  as  uninhibited  as  possible 
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because  their  ultimate  objectives  are  similar  —  a  well-organized ,  desirable 
county  in  which  to  work  and  live. 

It  would  be  good  to  review  all  codes  and  ordinances  relating  to  civic 
betterment,  maintenance,  and  improvement c  Then  enforce  existing  codes 
and  ordinances  and  encourage  the  County  Commissioners,  the  Marion  City 
Council  and  the  Old  Fort  Town  Board  to  strengthen  others  where  needed c 
Then  educate  the  citizenry,  through  the  press,  of  what  the  law  is  and  that 
it  will  be  enforced o 

E.  Publicity 

County-wide  involvement  in  such  a  development  program  is  essential 
for  success o  The  more  people  involved  the  better.  In  order  for  the 
citizens  of  the  county  to  get  involved  they  must  be  aware  of  the  improve¬ 
ment  endeavor  and  what  it  can  do  for  them. 

The  key  to  success  in  any  development  endeavor  might  be  embodied  in 
the  formula  —  preparation-product-promotion.  Promotion  is  certainly 
one  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  success  .formulae  Since  no  pro¬ 
gram  can  succeed  in  a  vacuum,  it  is  essential  that  all  the  citizens  of 
McDowell  County  learn  about  the  County  Development  Program  The  committee, 
by  publicizing  its  activities,  can  let  people  know  what  it  is  going  to 
do,  when  and  where  projects  will  be  done,  and  how  and  why  they  are  being 
done. 

As  a  first  step,  someone  responsible  for  publicity  should  be  appointed 
from  the  County  Development  Committee.  Whoever  is  appointed  should  have 
access  to  the  news  media  as  well  as  to  the  more  subtle  promotional  channels. 

Both  a  long-range  and  a  short-range  publicity  schedule  should  be 
established.  Some  of  the  activities  on  this  schedule  might  include  the 
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following: 

1.  Creation  of  a  publicity  campaign  slogan. 

2c  Newspaper  advertising: 

a.  ’’Ugly  Spot/'  series 

b.  Ad  Campaign 

Co  Special  Articles  on  Environment 
do  Community  Development  News  Stories 

3.  Radio  Advertising  -  through,  station  I.D.’s  and  Public  Service 
Announcements  o 

4*  Creation  of  a  Speaker’s  Bureau  to  address  key  clubs  on 
key  projects c 

5o  Community  Display  Areas 

6.  Arrange  for  slide  and  film  presentations  to  various 
interest  groups 

7.  Establish  a  competition  and  awards  system  for  the  business , 
community  or  civic  clubs n 

8.  Enlist  local  school  groups. 

9c  Arrange  for  a  business  environmental  concern  display  tie-in. 

Good  publicity  cannot  guarantee  a  successful  program,  but  mass  edu¬ 
cation  is  the  best  way  to  generate  enthusiasm,  give  continuity  and  support 
to  the  committee’s  activities. 

F.  Results  of  a  County  Development  Program 

A  successful  County  development  program  stimulates  a  county  to  accom¬ 
plish  something  sooner  and  more  extensively  than  would  be  done  without 
such  organization,  plus  new  projects  are  instigated.  This  county  develop¬ 
ment  program  is  to  be  a  generalized  program  intended  for  adaptation  to 
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all  types  of  environmental  problems,  as  well  as  for  adaptability  to  most 
all  other  areas  of  county  concern 0 
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Appendix  A 

Stream  pollution  classifications  were  determined  by  the  N.  C.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources,  Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources, 
for  McDowell  County  in  1958  —  fourteen  years  ago.  Reclassification  is 
periodically  performed  and  is  anticipated  for  McDowell  County  soon. 

Table  6. 

McDowell  County  Water  Classifications 


Lake  Refuge 
Lake  Tahoma 
Lake  James 
Forsyth  Creek 
Second  Broad  River 
Three  Mile  Creek 
Armstrong  Creek. 

Nicks  Creek 
Clear  Creek 

Buck  Creek 

Catawba  River 


B 

B 

C 

C 

A-2 

A-2 

Source  to  Am.  Thread  A-2 
After  Amc  Thread  C(T) 

C 

Source  of  Marion  A-l 

Marion  to  Catawba  River  C 

Lake  Tahoma  to  Marion  A-2 

Source  to  Dam  B 

Source  to  Old  Fort  A-2 

Old  Fort  to  the  back 
waters  of  Lake  James  C 


Youngs  Muddy  Fork  Creek  D 

Swannanoa  Creek  C(T) 

Crooked  Creek  C 

Glades  Creek  C 
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North  Muddy  Creek 
South  Muddy  Creek. 

Mill  Creek 
Newberry  Creek 
Curtis  Creek 
Mackey  Creek 

Cane  Creek 

North  Fork  Catawba  River 

Muddy  Creek 


D 

D 

C  ( T ) 

A-l(T) 

A-l(T) 

Source  to  Marion  A-l(T) 
Marion  to  Catawba  River  G 
C(T) 

Source  to  Armstrong  Creek. 

C(T) 

Armstrong  Creek  to  Lake 
James  C 


Table  7c  Stream  Pollution  Classification  Criteria 

1.  Class  A- I  Waters: 

a.  Best  Usage  of  Waters:  Source  of  water  supply  for  drinking, 
culinary,  or  food-processing  purposes  or  any  other  usage  requiring  water 
of  lower  quality 0 

b.  Conditions  Related  to  Best  Usage:  This  class  is  intended  pri¬ 
marily  for  waters  having  water  sheds  which  are  uninhabited  and  otherwise 
protected  as  required  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  which  require  only 


Water  classification  data  source :N.C.  Dept&  of  Natural  &  Economic  Resources, 
Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources,  Western  Area  Office,  Asheville,  North 
Carolina. 

2 

This  is  the  criteria  used  by  the  N0  C.  Dept,  of  Natural  and  Economic 
Resources,  Office  of  Water  and  Air  Resources  to  classify  waters. 
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approved  disinfection,  with  additional  treatment  when  necessary  to  remove 
naturally  present  impurities,  in  order  to  meet  the  ’’Public  Health  Service 
Drinking  Water  Standards"  and  will  be  considered  safe  for  drinking,  culi¬ 
nary,  and  food-processing  purposes,, 

2a  Class  A- I I  Waters 

a„  Best  Usage  of  Waters?  Source  of  water  supply  for  drinking,  culi¬ 
nary  or  food-processing  purposes  and  any  other  best  usage  requiring  waters 
of  lower  quality o 

b„  Conditions  Related  to  Best  Usage:  The  waters,  if  subjected  to 
approved  treatment  equal  to  coagulation,  sedimentation,  filtration  and 
disinfection  with  additional  treatment  if  necessary  to  remove  naturally 
present  impurities,  will  meet  the  "Public  Health  Service  Drinking  Water 
Standards"  and  will  be  considered  safe  for  drinking,  culinary  or  food¬ 
processing  purposes. 

3.  Class  B  Waters 

a.  Best  Usage  of  Waters:  Bathing  and  any  other  best  usage  except 
as  source  of  water  supply  for  drinking,  culinary  or  food-processing  pur¬ 
poses. 

be  Conditions  Related  to  Best  Usage:  The  waters,  under  proper  sani¬ 
tary  supervision  by  the  controlling  health  authorities,  will  meet  accepted 
standards  of  water  quality  for  outdoor  bathing  places  and  will  be  considered 
safe  and  satisfactory  for  bathing  purposes.  Also,  suitable  for  other  uses 
requiring  waters  of  lower  quality. 

4c  Class  C  Waters 

a.  Best  Usage  of  Waters:  Fishing,  boating,  wading  and  any  other 
usage  except  for  bathing  or  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  drinking, 
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culinary  or  food-processing  purposes. 

b.  Conditions  Related  to  Best  Usage:  The  waters  will  be  suitable 
for  fish  and  wildlife  propagation.  Also,  suitable  for  boating,  wading, 
and  other  uses  requiring  waters  of  lower  quality. 

5«  Class  D  Waters 

ac  Best  Usage  of  Waters:  Agriculture,  industrial  cooling  and  process 
water  supply,  fish  survival,  navigation,  and  any  other  usage,  except  fish¬ 
ing,  bathing,  or  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  drinking,  culinary  or 
food-processing  purposes. 

bo  Conditions  Related  to  Best  Usage:  The  waters  without  treatment 
and  except  for  natural  impurities  which  may  be  present  therein  will  be 
suitable  for  agricultural  uses  and  will  permit  fish  survival.  The  waters 
will  also  be  usable  after  special  treatment  by  the  user  as  may  be  needed 
under  each  particular  circumstance  for  industrial  purposes,  including 
cooling  and  process  waters „ 
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Appendix  B 


General  Statute  (G.Sc)  20-219 d 

Parked  or  abandoned  vehicles  removed  from  public  highways. 

Any  motor  vehicle  left  parked  and  unattended,  or  abandoned  on  any  public 

highway  or  right  of  way  thereof,  for  a  period  of  forty-eight  hours  shall, 

at  the  direction  of  any  full-time  law  enforcement  officer,  be  towed  to 

a  place  of  safety  and  storage 0 

G.  S0  160-200  (43)  The  governing  body  of  any  municipality  may  provide  by 
ordinance  that  whenever  any  motor  vehicle  is  abandoned  on  the  public 
streets  or  public  grounds  or  is  abandoned  upon  privately  owned  property, 
any  such  vehicle  may  be  removed  for  safekeeping  by  or  under  the  direction 
of  a  police  officer  or  other  official  so  designated  by  the  governing  body 
to  a  storage  garage  or  area;  provided  that  no  such  vehicle  shall  be  so 
removed  from  privately  owned  premises  without  the  written  request  of  the 
owner,  lessee  or  occupant  of  the  premises  unless  the  same  has  been  declared 
by  the  governing  body  to  be  a  health  or  safety  hazard.  Any  such  ordinance 
may  also  provide  that  the  person  at  whose  request  such  vehicle  is  removed 
from  privately  owned  property  shall  indemnify  such  municipality  against 
any  loss  or  expense  incurred  by  reason  of  the  removal,  storage  or  sale 
thereof o  Written  notice  by  mail  of  such  removal  shall  be  promptly  given 
to  the  registered  owner  of  the  vehicle.  The  owner  of  such  vehicle,  before 
obtaining  possession  thereof,  shall  pay  to  the  municipality  all  reasonable 
costs  incidental  to  the  removal,  storage  and  locating  the  owner  of  the 
vehicle o  Should  such  owner  fail  or  refuse  to  pay  the  costs  or  should 
the  identity  or  whereabouts  of  such  owner  be  unknown  and  ascertainable 
after  a  diligent  search  has  been  made  and  after  notice  to  him  at  his  last 
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known  address  and  to  the  holder  of  any  lien  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  against  the  vehicle ,  the  officer  designated 
by  the  governing  body  of  the  municipality  may,  after  holding  the  vehicle 
for  30  days  and  after  having  the  value  of  the  vehicle  determined  by  three 
disinterested  dealers  or  garagemen  and  after  20  days’  notice  has  been  given 
to  the  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  before  the  date  of  sale,  dispose  of  the 
same  by  public  or  private  sale  or  in  the  event  of  an  appraised  value  of 
less  than  fifty  dollars  ($50o00)  by  other  means  in  the  discretion  of  the 
governing  body  or  the  designated  officer  and  the  proceeds  of  any  sale 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  treasurer  or  similar  officer  of  the  municipality. 
The  treasurer  or  similar  officer  shall  pay  from  the  proceeds  of  any  sale 
the  cost  of  removal,  storage,  investigation  as  to  ownership  and  sale,  and 
liens  in  that  order c  Subject  to  (b)  below,  any  remaining  proceeds  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  general  fund  of  the  municipality 0  Upon  receipt  of  a 
municipality’s  bill  of  sale  from  a  purchaser  or  other  person  entitled  to 
receive  any  vehicle  disposed  of  as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  Department 
of  Motor  Vehicles  shall  issue  a  certificate  of  title  to  said  person  if 
a  certificate  of  title  for  such  vehicle  is  required  by  lawc 

a,  For  the  purposes  of  this  section,  a  vehicle  shall  be  determined 
to  have  been  abandoned  in  the  following  circumstances? 

1„  It  has  been  left  upon  a  street  or  highway  in  violation  of 
a  law  or  ordinance  prohibiting  parking;  or 
2.  The  vehicle  fails  to  display  a  current  license  plate;  or 
3c  It  is  partially  dismantled  or  wrecked;  or 
4.  It  is  incapable  of  self-propulsion  or  being  moved  in  the 
manner  for  which  it  was  originally  intended;  or 
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5.  It  is  left  on  property  owned  or  operated  by  the  municipality 
for  a  period  of  not  less  than  24  hours;  or 

6.  It  is  left  on  private  property  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  occupant  or  lessee  thereof  for  a  period  of  not  less 
than  two  hours; 

7 .  It  is  left  on  any  public  street  or  highway  or  said  municipal¬ 
ity  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  seven  days. 

bo  If,  after  the  sale,  the  ownership  of  any  vehicle  at  the  time  of 
its  removal  is  established  satisfactorily  to  the  officer  so  de¬ 
signated  by  the  governing  body  by  the  person  claming  such  owner¬ 
ship,  the  owner  shall  be  paid  by  such  officer  so  much  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  sale  of  such  vehicle  as  remains  after  paying  the 
cost  of  removal,  storage,  investigation  of  ownership  and  sale 
and  any  liens  as  hereinabove  required. 

c .  Any  ordinance  adopted  pursuant  hereto  may  provide  that  no  person 
shall  abandon  within  the  above  definitions  any  vehicle  within 
the  municipality  and  that  no  person  shall  leave  or  allow  to 
remain  any  partially  dismantled,  nonoperating,  junked  or  other¬ 
wise  discarded  vehicle  on  property  under  his  control. 

d.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  in  any  civil  or  criminal  action 
to  any  owner  or  other  person  legally  entitled  to  the  possession 

of  any  abandoned,  lost  or  stolen  vehicle,  or  for  disposing  of  such 
vehicle  as  provided  by  this  subdivision. 

e.  The  term  "motor  vehicle"  or  "vehicle"  as  used  herein  is  hereby 
defined  to  include  all  machines  designed  to  be  self-propelled 
or  pulled  and  intended  to  travel  along  the  ground  by  means  of 
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wheels,  treads,  runners  or  slides 0 
f.  Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  any  vehicle  in  an 
enclosed  building  or  vehicle  on  the  premises  of  a  business  enter- 
prise  being  operated  in  a  lawful  place  and  manner  and  the  vehicle 
being  necessary  to  the  operation  of  such  business  enterprise,  or 
to  a  vehicle  in  an  appropriate  storage  place  of  depository  main¬ 
tained  in  a  lawful  place  and  manner  by  the  municipality » 

(44)  The  governing  body  of  any  municipality  may  provide  an  ordinance  that, 

whenever  a  vehicle  is  found  to  be  an  abandoned  motor  vehicle  as  defined 

S 

in  S  160-200  (43)  a  and,  in  addition,  is  found  to  be  inoperable,  dismantled 
or  damaged,  five  years  old  or  older,  and  worth  less  than,  fifty  dollars 
($50.00),  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  junk  motor  vehicle.  A  junk  motor 
vehicle  may  be  removed  from  public  or  private  property  under  the  direction 
of  an  official  designated  by  the  municipality  to  a  storage  area  or  garage, 
provided  no  such  vehicle  shall  be  removed  from  private  property  without 
the  written  request  of  the  owner,  lessee  or  occupant  of  the  property  on 
which  the  vehicle  is  located,  unless  the  same  has  been  declared  a  health 
or  safety  hazard  by  the  municipality.  Any  junk  motor  vehicles  so  removed 
shall  be  held  at  least  15  days.  The  owner  of  any  such  junk  motor  vehicle 
may  reclaim  his  vehicle  during  the  15-day  retention  period  by  exhibiting 
proof  of  ownership  to  a  designated  official  and  paying  all  reasonable 
expenses e  If  after  holding  the  vehicle  15  days,  it  remains  unclaimed, 
said  vehicle  may  be  destroyed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  as  provided  by 
ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  municipality »  Further,  any  municipality 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  vehicle,  remove  and  dispose  of 
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any  motor  vehicle  as  a  junk  motor  vehicle  regardless  of  the  value,  con¬ 
dition  or  age  of  such  vehicle  and  without  waiting  the  aforesaid  15-day 
periods  Any  proceeds  derived  from  the  disposition  of  junk  motor  vehicles 
shall  be  retained  by  the  municipality  for  deposit  in  the  general  fund. 
Notice  shall  be  given  within  15  days  after  final  disposition  to  the 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles,  that  such  vehicle  has  been  deemed  to  be  a 
junk  motor  vehicle  and  has  been  disposed  of  as  suchc  The  notice  shall 
contain  as  full  and  accurate  a  description  of  the  vehicle  as  can  reasonably 
be  determined.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  in  any  civil  or  criminal 
action  to  any  owner,  lien  holder  or  other  person  legally  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  any  abandoned, lost  or  stolen  junk  motor  vehicle  for  disposing 
of  such  vehicle  as  contemplated  by  this  subdivision. 
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Appendix  C,  Removing  Aerosol  Paints  from  Porous  Surfaces 
Removing  spray  paint  from  such  surfaces  as  concrete,  marble,  stone, 
brick  and  other  types  of  masonry  surfaces  can  be  a  difficult  job  because 
these  surfaces  are  porous.  This  porosity  allows  the  sprayed  paint  to  pene¬ 
trate  rather  deeply  into  the  surface 0  The  paint  which  has  dried  in  the 
minute  recesses  of  the  surface  can  be  removed,  but  it  will  require  the  use 

of  the  proper  materials  and  some  hard  work.  This  fact  sheet,  prepared 

1 

by  the  National  Paint  and  Coatings  Association  ,  will  give  you  a  removal 
method  which  should  be  successful  with  most  types  of  aerosol  paints. 

General 

Paints  of  all  varieties  are  formulated  with  a  number  of  different 
kinds  of  resins,  solvents  and  pigments 0  This  means  that  not  all  dried 
paint  films  are  susceptible  to  only  one  removal  method.  In  the  case  of 
aerosol  paints  which  have  been  sprayed  on  buildipgs  and  other  structures, 
you  are  not  able  to  know  the  exact  kind  of  paint  that  has  been  used.  There¬ 
fore,  you  will  have  to  do  a  little  experimenting  to  find  the  material  which 
will  dissolve  or  at  least  soften  the  paint  film. 

Commercial  Paint  Removers 

Your  starting  point  should  be  to  try  some  of  the  paint  removers  which 
are  available  at  most  paint  and  hardware  stores o  These  removers  are 
usually  brushed  or  wiped  on  the  surface 0  There  are  many  varieties  of 
these  paint  removers  available.  However,  you  should  choose  the  type  which 
is  water  washable c  The  "water  washable"  removers  usually  contain  a  solvent 
called  methylene  chloride. 

^  Appendix  C.  is  a  complete  reprint  of  this  fact  sheet. 
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Be  sure  to  read  the  label  directions  carefully  and  follow  them  in 
using  these  products 0  The  removal  material  may  irritate  the  skin;  you 
should  wear  rubber  gloves.  If  any  material  gets  on  your  skin,  wash  it 
off  immediately  with  soap  and  water. 

Use  a  stiff  brush  to  scrub  the  remover  into  the  surface.  Allow  the 
remover  to  stay  for  a  couple  of  minutes  then  rinse  the  surface  with  water 
using  the  brush  to  get  into  the  pores  of  the  surface  material.  Try  brush¬ 
ing  with  a  strong  detergent  solution  then  rinse  the  area  completely  to 
remove  all  traces  of  the  remover.  Several  applications  of  remover  plus 
water  rinse  may  be  necessary. 

If  you  are  working  on  a  light-colored  surface,  chances  are  some  of 
pigment  from  the  coating  will  still  remain  in  the  pores  of  the  surface. 

One  way  to  get  rid  of  this  color  is  to  use  a  bleach.  A  solution  applied 
liberally  to  the  surface  and  worked  into  it  with  a  brush  should  do  the 
job.  Allow  the  bleach  time  to  work  ( 10-15  minutes)  before  rinsing  it  off. 
Be  sure  that  the  bleach  does  not  unduly  lighten  the  surface  you  are  working 
on  in  comparison  with  the  surrounding  area.  To  guard  against  this,  test 
the  bleach  on  a  small  part  of  the  surface  that  does  not  show.  You  may 
also  want  to  try  such  bleaching  products  as  Clorox  or  Purex  in  undiluted 
form.  They  are  readily  available  in  most  supermarkets  and  may  be  strong 
enough  to  do  the  job. 

Again,  use  a  stiff  brush  to  work  the  bleach  thoroughly  into  the  sur¬ 
face.  Allow  the  bleach  time  to  work,  then  rinse  the  surface  with  water 
thoroughly  and  repeat  the  process  If  necessary. 
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Removal  -with  Solvent  Materials 


If  you  find  that  a  commercial  remover  is  not  doing  the  job,  or  if 
you  must  remove  a  large  painted  area,  you  may  have  to  try  a  more  involved 
system  using  solvents,  a  detergent,  and,  again,  a  bleacho  You  must  first 
find  the  solvent  that  will  dissolve  or  soften  the  resin  in  the  sprayed 
coating o  You  should  have  all  of  the  following  solvent  materials  on  hands 
(l)  alcohol;  (2)  sylol;  (3)  MEK  (methyl  eithy  ketone) ;  or  (4)  MIBK  (methyl 
isobutyl  ketone)  c  Kylol,  MEK  and  MIBK  will  dissolve  most  enamel  coatings 
packed  in  aerosols.  Alcohol  is  sometimes  useful  if  the  coating  is  based 
on  shellac  or  some  other  alcohol  soluble  resin. 

Test  the  alcohol,  sylol  and  MED  or  MIBK  on  a  small  portion  of  the 
sprayed  paint  to  see  which  one  most  readily  dissolves  the  paint.  Some¬ 
times  a  mixture  of  sylol  and  MEK  works  best.  Again  you  will  need  a  stiff 
bristle  brush,  perhaps  two  or  more  depending  on  the  size  of  the  job.  Apply 
the  solvent  liberally  and  brush  it  in  vigorously.  It  is  very  important 
that  the  area  where  you  are  working  has  good  ventilation,  since  the  solvent 
vapors  will  be  rather  strong 0  More  importantly,  there  is  a  definite  fire 
hazard  when  working  with  these  solvents .  This  means  no  smoking  in  the 
vicinity,  and  you  should  insure  that  electrical  equipment  which  could  cause 
a  spark  is  either  shut  off  or  removed.  If  you  find  that  you  are  getting 
light-headed  or  dizzy  from  breathing  the  vapors,  get  out  of  the  area  and 
into  fresh  air  immediately. 

Use  the  solvent  and  brushing  technique  until  you  have  removed  as  much 
of  the  paint  as  you  can.  At  this  point,  wash  the  area  with  a  strong  deter¬ 
gent  and  water.  Here  again,  work  the  detergent  into  the  surface  with  the 
brush.  After  a  thorough  scrubbing,  rinse  the  area  with  water. 
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If  some  pigment  still  remains  on  the  surface,  use  the  bleaching  tech¬ 
nique  described  above 0 

A  note  of  cautions  You  should  use  protective  gloves  of  either  the 
plastic  or  synthetic  rubber  varieties  when  using  solvents.  You  may  find 
that  the  solvent  will  soften  or  dissolve  your  gloves,  so  test  the  solvent 
on  them  before  starting  to  work.  If  the  solvents  or  bleaches  get  on  your 
skin,  rinse  the  area  at  once  with  soap  and  water. 

This  system  has  been  found  to  be  successful  in  removing  most  aerosol 
paint  products.  The  key  to  the  success  of  the  system  lies  in  the  fact 
that  you  will  have  to  use  a  lot  of  elbow  grease  to  get  the  removal  material 
into  the  pores  of  the  surface  material  and  the  paint  out. 

If  you  have  any  further  questions,  contact  the  National  Paint  and 
Coatings  Association,  1500  Thode  Island  Avenue,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

20005c 
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Appendix  D.  Script  of  Slide-Tape  Presentation 
"Pollution  in  McDowell  County" 


Slide 

No,,  Dialogue 

1*  Pollution  in  McDowell  County. 

2.  By  Mr.  Hogan's  8th  grade  Science  Class 

3.  With  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  J.  I.  laws  -  McDowell  County 
Environmental  Specialist . 

4.  As  we  were  touring  McDowell  County  taking  slides  of  many  pol¬ 
luted  sites,  we  decided  to  show  this  as  our  introduction  of  a 
well  known  polluted  areat  This  area  is  down  below  South  Mountain 
Institute  at  Lake  James.  As  shown  in  this  picture  the  sign 
representing  McDowell  County  has  been  surrounded  by  trash  -  which 
has  ruined  the  Lake  Roads.  Even  though  most  of  this  trash  is 

in  Burke  County  we  thought  that  it  would  be  good  to  show  that 
pollution  has  no  boundaries. 

5.  This  is  near  Air  Preheater  on  Greenlee  Road.  So  much  trash  has 
accumulated  lately  that  it  is  going  in  the  stream. 

6.  This  is  another  slide  of  the  same  area. 

7.  This  slide  is  also  on  Greenlee  Rd.  This  is  where  Mr.  Laws  stated, 
"You  can  find  everything  but  money  in  these  dumps."  In  the  back 
of  the  dump  flows  the  Catawba  River.  Notice  the  no  dumping  sign 
-Mr.  Laws  has  put  up  these  signs  all  over  the  county  and  they 
have  little  effect  on  the  polluters. 

8.  About  a  mile  on  down  the  road  beside  the  river  bridge  we  have 

a  beginning  of  a  new  dump  area.  When  it  rains  the  debris  on  the 
hill  goes  down  into  the  streams  and  pollutes  them. 

9.  The  cups  and  bags  from  a  local  eating  establishment  thrown  on 
the  side  of  the  road  starts  a  new  dump.  People  neglectfully 
dump  their  trash  where  once  used  to  be  beautiful. 

10.  This  is  an  area  where  a  local  septic  tank  service  has  improperly 
disposed  of  human  waste.  It  is  located  about  one  mile  above 
Air  Preheater. 

11.  This  is  another  view  of  the  same  area.  Notice  where  the  truck 
has  backed  up  and  dumped  its  human  waste.  It  is  the  white  spots 
on  this  slide.  On  the  extreme  left,  not  in  view  of  this  slide, 
there  is  a  small  stream  which  winds  into  the  Catawba  River  carry¬ 
ing  human  waste  with  it. 
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Dialogue 

You  may  have  read  in  McDowell  News  recently  about  a  large 
garbage  dump  in  Greenlee  Community  that  has  been  cleaned 
up.  This  is  on  Bill  Gibbs  property. 

This  is  another  view  of  the  same  area.  It  will  eventually 
be  sowed  in  grass.  Me  would  like  to  have  gotten  a  slide 
of  the  area  before  being  cleaned  up,  but  we  were  not  able 
to  obtain  onec  However,  there  is  a  tremendous  change  in 
the  appearance  in  the  area. 

This  is  near  the  Almanac  House  where  the  trash  in  ruining 
the  scenery  where  we  found  B  different  kinds  of  beer  bottles . 
Again  notice  the  great  effect  the  "No  Dumping"  sign  has? 

This  is  two  miles  west  of  Old  Fort  above  Mill  Creek.  In 
the  middle  left  hand  section  you  will  notice  a  brown  spot. 
This  is  a  decayed  dog  which  was  thrown  into  the  dump  about 
two  weeks  ago*  It  causes  not  only  solid  waste  pollution  but 
also  water  pollution  and  the  smell  is  a  very  good  example 
of  air  pollution. 

This  is  just  another  slide  of  the  same  place « 

This  is  also  another  slide  showing  how  bad  the  trash  had 
accumulated  in  this  small  stream.  None  of  the  group  de¬ 
cided  to  eat  their  sandwiches  here. 

This  area  is  approximately  12  miles  up  old  highway  70  west 
about  3r  mile  before  you  get  to  Point  Look-Out.  There  are 
seven  old  car  bodies  thrown  in  the  woods  with  no  Inexpensive 
way  to  get  them  out. 

This  is  Point  Look-Out.  There  is  a  very  unpleasant  odor. 

As  you  can  see  its  not  a  very  pleasant  place  to  look  out. 

It  would  be  worse  if  the  trash  came  down  onto  the  highway 
which  could  happen  if  this  was  added  onto.  This  trash 
goes  on  for  y-  mile  down  through  the  woods. 

This  is  also  Point  Look-Out.  This  shot  was  taken  mile 
down  through  the  woods  from  the  other  shot.  This  was 
once  a  beautiful  place  to  Look-Out  at  the  mountains  but 
now  the  blue  sky  is  all  you  have  to  look  at. 

About  2-y  miles  above  Point  Look-Out  is  the  dump.  A  lot 
of  this  trash  was  brought  into  McDowell  County  and  dumped 
from  residents  of  Buncombe  County. 


-66- 


« 


. 


■ 


Slide 

No. 

22  0 

23. 

24. 

25c 

26o 

27. 

28* 

29  c 

30  c 

31c 


Dialogue 


Notice  the  beautiful  mountain  sight.  Here  we  discovered 
a  dead  dog  which  smelled  horrible.  Dead  rats  were  also  among 
the  rest  of  the  trash.  It  smelled  worse  than  anything  that 
we  had  gone  to  thus  far. 

As  we  said  before,  Mrq  Laws  said  you  could  find  anything 
but  money  -  as  you  can  see,  on  the  slide,  a  supermarket 
from  Buncombe  County  has  disposed  their  food  freezer. 

The  dump  you  saw  in  the  other  slide  was  begun  because  of 
some  careless  person.  This  is  how  they  get  started*  One 
person  dumps  their  trash  can  and  another  person  follows 
their  example*. 

This  is  about  five  miles  above  Andrew  Gyser.  This  is  looking 
down  the  hill  at  the  trash  which  has  spread  and  is  polluting 
the  same  stream* 

In  this  slide  is  Mr.  letter  Laws,  McDowell  County  Environ¬ 
mental  Specialist,  looking  for  names  of  polluters. 

Mr*  Laws  finds  names  in  these  areas  by  looking  in  them  and 
finding  letters  or  magazines  with  mailing  labels  on  them. 

He  then  sends  the  people  a  nice  note  telling  them  to  please 
stop  their  dumping*  If  this  does  not  work,  he  must  resort 
to  other  measures* 

This  is  Andrews  Gyser,  which  used  to  be  a  showplace  in 
McDowell  County.  Because  of  thoughtless  tourists  in  the 
summer,  it  is  now  just  a  breeding  place  for  mosquitoes  and 
in  the  winter  another  pollution  area  in  McDowell  County. 

This  is  about  two  miles  above  Old  Fort  Highway  70  West. 

There  are  about  six  old  car  bodies  in  this  area  where  no 
roads  go  in  or  out. 

This  is  a  lot  about  200  yards  from  the  Old  Fort  Drive-In. 

Take  special  notice  of  the  flowers  beside  the  car  hood  in 
the  left  hand  side  of  the  slide  and  also  the  blue  and  white 
car  body* 

As  Mr*  Hogan  stated,  "You  can’t  stifle  beauty!"  This  is 
beside  the  two  cars  which  had  been  left  beside  the  main 
road  in  Old  Fort.  The  hole  beside  of  the  milk  container 
is  an  expressway  for  rats  and  other  animals.  It  is  a 
breeding  place  for  the  rats  under  the  car* 
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This  is  on  Tom1  s  Creek  Road  where  a  bunch  of  old  junk  cars 
had  been  left  beside  beautiful  brick  homes  and  ruined  the 
looks  of  the  houses  and  also  the  value  of  the  property. 

This  is  on  Old  Tom’s  Creek  Rd.  where  some  students  described 
this  location  as  "Pot  Hill!"  because  they  saw  so  many  comodes 
dumped  in  the  bushes  down  the  road  at  the  right.  Trash  is 
dumped  approximately  y  mile  down  this  road.  Notice  the 
"No  Dumping"  sign  on  the  right.  It  also  appears  in  the 
foreground  some  boot-legger  has  thrown  his  own.  private 
dump . 

This  area  is  above  the  Harvest  Drive-In,  which  was  once 
a  beautiful  and  unpolluted  area.  Now,,  as  you  can  see,  this 
place  has  been  polluted  something  terrible  over  the  past 
two  or  three  years. 

This  is  the  same  area  directly  across  from  the  Harvest- 
a  small  stream  is  located »  As  you  can  tell,  this  stream 
is  very  polluted  and  unfit  for  any  use. 

This  is  on  Old  Highway  221  near  Vein  Mountain  where  trash 
has  been  dumped  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  into  Broad 
River . 

This  shows  the  trash  which  has  been  dumped  into  Broad  River. 
In  the  foreground  and  also  at  the  bend  of  the  river  you 
will  notice  some  objects  which  appear  to  be  rocks  --  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  not.  They  are  old  car  parts  which  have 
been  thrown  into  the  river.  A  river  which  used  to  be  good 
for  wading,  swimming  and  fishing  is  now  just  a  safety  hazard. 

This  is  located  just  off  Highway  221  on  Romtown  Rd,  where 
trash  has  accumulated  from  l/5  to  l/2  of  a  mile  long. 

This  is  the  same  area  which  shows  more  of  the  filthy  trash. 

In  this  rural  area,  the  nearest  house,  being  five  miles 
away,  we  could  count  about  ten  automobile  bodies.  We 
feel  they  could  have  carried  them  a  few  more  miles  and 
disposed  of  them  properly. 

This  is  the  intersection  of  Highway  221  where  this  house 
has  been  the  victim  of  neglect.  We  say  this  because  more 
than  ten  autos  surround  the  house. 

Mr.  Hogan  has  told  us  we  could  have  automobile  bodies  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  no  cost  if  we  could  find  200  abandoned  car 
bodies.  After  seeing  this  we  feel  that  this  would  be 
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no  problem.  This  is  on  Highway  226 6 

This  is  the  side  view  of  the  previous  slide. 

This  is  in  Nebo  on  Randolph  Rdo  where  trash  has  also  accu¬ 
mulated.  Notice  the  "No  Dumping"  sign.  It  has  little 
effect  because  trash  and  dead  animals  have  been  dumped 
since  Mr.  Laws  put  up  the  signs. 

This  is  a  picture  of  the  dump  which  has  an  old  dog  lying 
out  among  the  trash  which  has  magots  and  flies  still  eating 
its  flesh. 

This  is  the  same  dump  and  notice  the  pepsi  cola  box.  It 
contains  a  dead  cat  which  appears  to  be  ready  to  explode. 
This  was  also  not  very  pleasant  smelling  and  not  very  ape- 
tizing. 

We  just  had  to  take  this  beautiful  picture  of  the  lake,  and 
show  everyone  we  must  not  pollute  the  recreation  area. 

This  is  what  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  road  from  the 
slide  of  Lake  James— In  comparison,  slide  46  shows  beauty, 
on  the  other  hand,  slide  47  shows  dirty  unclean  land. 

These  two  sites  are  separated  by  only  a  two-lane  road. 

This  is  another  view  of  the  trash  on  the  bank  at  the 
lake.  Notice  the  green  sign.  It  says  the  area  was  cleaned 
up  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  What  has  been  dumped 
here  has  been  done  since  last  cleanup  day. 

This  picture  was  taken  down  below  the  previous  slide 
with  the  8th  grade  pollution  fighters  trying  to  show  you 
to  stay  on  top  of  pollution  and  don’t  let  it  take  you 
under.  "FIGHT  FOR  YOUR  LIFE!" 

This  is  on  North  Fork  River,  where  the  trash  has  been 
thrown  off  down  the  bank  almost  into  the  river. 

This  is  a  side  view  of  the  bridge  and  the  trash  around  it. 

This  was  taken  after  leaving  the  bridge,  notice  how  nice 
and  green  the  grass  is  except  for  the  beer  cans  on  it. 

This  was  taken  on  one  of  the  side  roads  at  the  Lake.  We 
have  observed  that  alcoholic  beverages  are  a  major  cause 
of  land  pollution.  Why  should  we  legalize  alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  in  McDowell  County  when  the  cans  and  bottles  pollute 
the  land  so  bad. 


-69- 


Slide 

No. 

54  e 

55. 

560 

57. 

58. 

59. 


Dialogue 

This  picture  illustrates  the  many  different  new  and  old 
beer  cans  and  their  names « 

This  is  the  picture  of  the  sanitary  land  fill  that  we  have 
in  McDowell  County  where  polluters  are  supposed  to  put 
their  trash.  This  sign  shows  the  time  when  you  can  and 
should  dump  your  trash. 

This  shows  where  the  trash  has  been  covered  up  at  the 
land  fillo  (Notice  the  big  change  from  what  it  used 
to  be ! ) 

Why  not  dump  your  trash  at  the  landfill  where  you  are 
supposed  to,  and  not  pollute  our  road  sides. 

It  can  easily  be  covered  here  but  not  on  road  sides.  (Will 
our  county  sit  back  and  be  run  over  or  will  we  fight  back 
with  all  the  power  invested  in  our  cars) . 

Pollution  is  so  bad. 


Thank  you  for  watching  and  listening  to  our  program  on 
pollution. 

This  program  was  made  possible  with  the  help  of 
Mr.  Jeter  Laws 
Mr.  Larry  Hogan 
Mr.  Fred  Brown 

and 

The  Science  Class  of  Marion  Junior  High 

Janet  Shelton 

Donna  Bolick 

Jessie  Lewis 

Athena  Ross 


Spring,  1972 
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